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The Montana Rockies
Bluegrass Association is a
non-profit association
dedicated to promoting,
preserving and sharing our
love of bluegrass music in
a spirit of family and
friendship.

Upcoming Bluegrass Events
Since all events have been canceled, below are some documentaries you can
watch to get your bluegrass fix.
PBS—Big Family, Story of Bluegrass Music
https://www.pbs.org/show/big-family-story-bluegrass-music/
Dolly Parton—Here I Am (Netflix)
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11497544/
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Happy Bluegrass Thanksgiving!

Stay healthy and safe this holiday season!

Bluegrass Quote
“Shorty’s point was that your job on stage is to create a show, not show off.
Good music is important, but the audience comes to be entertained.”
Neil Rosenberg, Bluegrass Generation
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi all,
It's time for the president's message, but I don't have much to report. Until the Covid settles down in
Missoula, I don't see how we could have winter jams or even our Christmas Party and the election of
officers in December. I hope it gets better and we get a dang vaccine in the very near future. I also hope folks
are still doin' some pickin' and grinnin' and dreamin’ of the time we can get back together with our friends.
Mike (and Tari)

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
Website: www.mtbluegrass.com
email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com
President - Mike Conroy, mikevconroy@gmail.com or phone 406-821-3777
Vice President - Dallas Olson
Secretary/Treasurer - Anne Merrifield, happypasture9@gmail.com, 406-360-1877
Board Members - Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon, Isaac Callender, Verna Molenda
Merchandise Manager - Dallas Olson
Newsletter Editor - Kate McMahon, kate@appcom.net, 406-863-9255
MRBA Webmaster - Phyllis Erck mrba@mtbluegrass.com

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
Information printed in Bluegrassin’ is at the discretion of the editor.

Montana Rockies Bluegrass
Association
2

Volume 22 Issue 6

Bluegrassin’

November—December, 2020

Got Something to sell?
Advertise in Blugrassin!
Full Page – $25.00,
1/2 Page – $15.00,
1/4 Page – $10.00
Classified – $5.00
Contact:
Kate McMahon
kate@appcom.net
406-863-9255

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail
If you would like to get your newsletter delivered electronically via e-mail send a message
to:
happypasture9@gmail.com
Electronic version has color photos &
hyperlinks to websites.
(P.S.—It will help keep down printing
and mailing costs for the Association.)

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___ Family ($15.00) ___
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically?
Renewal _____

______YES _____NO

New Member _____

Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
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26 Gibbonsville Campout
th

http://thefiddleschool.com/
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Bluegrass Time Machine
50 Years Ago (or thereabouts)
(by Kate McMahon)

1970: Forrest Anderson was Montana governor. The population of the state was 694,409. Reserve Street in
Missoula was a two-lane road. The Grizzlies beat the Bobcats in the “Brawl of the Wild” by a score of
35-0.

1970: Rounder Records was founded. In 1971, the label released its first bluegrass album, One Morning in
May, by Joe Val and the New England Bluegrass Boys. Throughout the 70’s, they released bluegrass
albums by old-time artists (Snuffy Jenkins and Pappy Sherrill, Highwoods Stringband, and The Blue Sky
Boys), traditional bluegrass artists (Don Stover, Ted Lundy, Del McCoury, The Bailey Brothers, Buzz
Busby), female bluegrass pioneers (Hazel Dickens/Alice Gerrard), and progressive bluegrass artists
(most notably by Country Cooking and Tony Trischka).

1970: Richard Nixon was president. Average price of gas was $0.36 a gallon. Top grossing movies were
“Love Story,” “M*A*S*H” and “Airport.” The most popular television show was “Marcus Welby,
M.D.”

1971: The Mission Mountain Band, a Montana country/bluegrass band was formed. Original band members
included Rob Quist, Christian Johnson, Steve Riddle, Terry Robison,
and Greg Reichenberg.

1972: Nitty Gritty Dirt Band released “Will the Circle be Unbroken” album.
The album was a collaboration of the band with many famous bluegrass legends such as "Mother" Maybelle Carter, Doc Watson, Earl
Scruggs, Randy Scruggs, Doc Watson, Pete "Oswald" Kirby, Norman
Blake, Jimmy Martin, and Vassar Clements. The album went on to
become a best seller and introduced bluegrass to a much wider audience. In later years the band issued Volume 2 and Volume 3 albums
with additional bluegrass artists.
1972: The movie “Deliverance” was released in 1972 with “Dueling Banjos” in the soundtrack.
1973: In 1973, an album of live music, titled Bean Blossom, was recorded at the festival that was founded
by Bill Monroe in 1966. The festival, held annually in Indiana, was attended by 20,000 people.
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Jam Skills for Everyone
(by Kate McMahon)

For beginners, sitting in on a bluegrass jam can be intimidating. Below are tips to overcome nerves, boost
your confidence and have fun!
1. Just Do It! You’ll get better with experience. Just remember, everyone in the jam started out as a
beginner. One of the great things about bluegrass is that seasoned pickers are more than happy to
help out newcomers, so don’t be afraid to join in.
2. Everyone makes mistakes—don’t worry if you are not perfect. Just keep playing through the song.
If you stop or hesitate, it will mess up the timing for the other pickers. Watch closely and you’ll
notice that, when other pickers make mistakes, they just keep in time and move along. Everyone is
concentrating on their own playing, and no one really notices if you play a wrong note now and then.
3. When you are starting off, choose easy songs that most everyone will know. Play at a slower tempo
in the jam. This will give you confidence.
4. Take note of the popular songs that others like to play and what keys they like to play them in.
Practice these tunes at home so you will be prepared to play them when someone else calls them out
at the next jam. Practice with a metronome (you can download an app on your phone for this).
5. When you practice songs for the jam, also practice the backup rhythm along with the lead. If you
have a recording of the song or can find it on YouTube, it helps to play backup with the recording to
learn the chord changes and get your timing down.

6. Make a list of the songs you know how to play and the songs you have been practicing for the jam.
Remember this jam law, “Everyone will experience temporary amnesia regarding song titles once it’s
your turn in a jam session.” With a list, you will be ready to call out your tune whenever your turn
comes up.
7. If you haven’t played for a while, practice a few days before the jam so you won’t be rusty. Practice
will give you more confidence when playing with others.
8. When it is your turn to choose a song, speak loudly so everyone can hear you. Call out the name of
the song and make sure to tell everyone the key you are going to play it in. It also helps if you let
others know if you are going to sing and also note the tempo (slow, medium, fast).
9. Avoid calling out songs that are unfamiliar to the rest of the pickers. When you are beginning, it is
best to keep with bluegrass standards. Remember, take turns with others playing the lead.
10. Don’t worry if you are in a jam and don’t know the song that has just been chosen. Focus on figuring
out the chords and just play a simple backup rhythm quietly in the background. You can pass on taking the lead when it is your turn.
11. Watch the other pickers in the jam so you can follow along with chord changes and pay attention to
when they are passing off the lead. If you don’t want to take the lead, just shake your head so the
next person can jump in.
12. The number one important rule—HAVE FUN!
(Compiled from Banjo Newsletter and various bluegrass websites.)
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Clueless Crossword Puzzle
(Answers on Page 11)

Fill in the following “music” terms in the boxes below.
ACOUSTIC

ALTO

MUSICAL

SONG

CAPO
NOTES

CHORD
PICK

TEMPO

TUNE
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FLAT

RHYTHM

VOCAL
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IBMA World of Bluegrass
2020 Awards

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR: Sister Sadie
VOCAL GROUP OF THE YEAR: Sister Sadie
INSTRUMENTAL GROUP OF THE YEAR: Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper

SONG OF THE YEAR: “Chicago Barn Dance” – Special Consensus with Michael Cleveland & Becky Buller (artists),
Becky Buller/Missy Raines/Alison Brown (writers), Alison Brown (producer), Compass Records (label)
ALBUM OF THE YEAR: Live in Prague, Czech Republic – Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver (artist), Doyle Lawson and Rosta Capek (producers), Billy Blue Records (label)
GOSPEL RECORDING OF THE YEAR: “Gonna Rise and Shine” – Alan Bibey & Grasstowne (artist), Mark Hodges
(producer), Mountain Fever Records (label)
INSTRUMENTAL RECORDING OF THE YEAR: “Tall Fiddler” – Michael Cleveland with Tommy Emmanuel (artists), Jeff
White, Michael Cleveland, Sean Sullivan (producers), Compass Records (label)
NEW ARTIST OF THE YEAR: Mile Twelve

COLLABORATIVE RECORDING OF THE YEAR: “The Barber’s Fiddle” – Becky Buller with Shawn Camp, Jason
Carter, Laurie Lewis, Kati Penn, Sam Bush, Michael Cleveland, Johnny Warren, Stuart Duncan, Deanie Richardson,
Bronwyn Keith-Hynes, Jason Barie, Fred Carpenter, Tyler Andal, Nate Lee, Dan Boner, Brian Christianson, and Laura
Orshaw (artists), Stephen Mougin (producer), Dark Shadow Recording (label)
FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR: Brooke Aldridge
MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR: Danny Paisley
BANJO PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Scott Vestal
BASS PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Missy Raines
RESOPHONIC GUITAR PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Justin Moses
FIDDLE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Deanie Richardson
GUITAR PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Jake Workman
MANDOLIN PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Alan Bibey
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Meet the Entertainer of the Year!

Sister Sadie

http://www.sistersadieband.com/about.html

Dale Ann Bradley is 5 time IBMA Female Vocalist of the year & brings her
beautiful heartfelt vocals to the group, along with her special talent of finding
songs from other genres and changing them to fit our style of music. For
more information on Dale Ann or her band, please visit her website at
www.DaleAnn.com.

Playing mandolin for Sister Sadie is none other than the very talented and
soulful Tina Adair. Tina has been a female vocalist nominee and is such a
powerful singer and musician. She brings a youthful confidence to our
group. For more info, please visit her website at www.tinaadair.net.

Joining us on fiddle is the always charismatic Deanie Richardson. If
you've never seen Deanie play live, you're in for such a treat. She commands the stage like no other. Deanie has performed with Bob Seger, The
Chieftains, Vince Gill and Patty Loveless. www.deanierichardson.com

On banjo, is Gena Britt who comes from the great state of North Carolina
has played with several critically acclaimed bluegrass bands over the years.
Gena is known for her solid & tasteful banjo playing. www.facebook.com/
GenaBrittMusic
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Christmas Time’s A-Coming
Chorus:
A
Christmas Time's A-Comin'
E
Christmas Time's A-Comin'
A
Christmas Time's A-Comin'
E

A

And I know I'm goin' home
Verses:
A
Snow flake's a-fallin'
E

My old heart's a-callin'
A
Tall pine's a-hummin'
E

A

Christmas Time's A-Comin'

Bridge:
A
Can't you hear them bells ringin', ringin'
D
Joy to all,

hear them singin'

A
When it's snowin', I'll be goin'
E

A

Back to my country home
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WANTED!
Newsletter Articles
It’s winter. We are in the midst of a pandemic. Jams have been canceled. What to do, what to do? Here’s
an idea! Write an article for the next newsletter. Long or short, all articles are welcome. Don’t know what
to write? Here are some ideas:

• Review an album. It can be a new artist that you just discovered or an old favorite. Just tell us a little
bit about the band and why you like the songs.

• Send an old photo from a MRBA jam/campout/festival and tell the story about the photo. It is always
fun to share good memories.

• Tips for musicians. Music is a lifelong learning endeavor. If you can share tips about playing in a

band, recording an album, learning a new song, or explaining your favorite playing technique, send it
in. The best thing about bluegrass is learning from each other.

• Bluegrass humor— Anything with a bluegrass theme. Jokes, cartoons, funny stories, or funny photos
with captions that you found on the Internet. These are great as filler items for the newsletter.

• Don’t forget the “On the Road with MRBA.” Take a picture of yourself with the MRBA newsletter
and tell us a little bit about your travels.

Take care, have a safe holiday, and send any and all newsletter items to: kate@appcom.net
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ATTENTION:
We have set up the address label on your newsletter
to be your membership card, please clip it out and
use it for proof of your membership to the MRBA.

MRBA membership good through:

PO Box 1306
Missoula, MT 59806

