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The Montana Rockies
Bluegrass Association is a
non-profit association
dedicated to promoting,
preserving and sharing our
love of bluegrass music in
a spirit of family and
friendship.

Upcoming Bluegrass
Jan. 15: MRBA Winter Jam Series, Masonic Lodge, Missoula - Pickin’ and grinnin’
starts at 2:00 pm. Potluck at 6:00 pm, followed by more pickin’ and grinnin’
Jan. 20: Yonder Mountain String Band, The Newberry, Great Falls
Jan. 23: Yonder Mountain String Band, Wilma, Missoula
Jan. 22: Yonder Mountain String Band, The Elm, Bozeman
Feb. 19: MRBA Winter Jam Series, Masonic Lodge, Missoula - Pickin’ and grinnin’
starts at 2:00 pm. Potluck at 6:00 pm, followed by more pickin’ and grinnin’

Inside this issue:

Feb. 24—27: Wintergrass, Bellevue, WA http://www.wintergrass.com/
Page

March 19: MRBA Winter Jam Series, Masonic Lodge, Missoula - Pickin’ and grinnin’
starts at 2:00 pm. Potluck at 6:00 pm, followed by more pickin’ and grinnin’
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Notes:
1. Please check websites or call the venues for show dates and times.
2. If you play in a band (or know of a local bluegrass band), please e-mail the link for
your band’s webpage or Facebook page to the editor. Thanks.

Music Quote
Musicians don’t retire; they stop when there’s no
more music in them.
Louis Armstrong
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President’s Message
Here we are, headin' into a new year. We have high hopes things will be more normal than 2020, and even 2021.
We are hoping to find a place for our MRBA Festival and Fundraiser on April 9. At this time, Lone Rock School is not
allowing outside groups to have events there. In a perfect world, we need a place that could seat 200 folks, has extra
rooms for bands to warm up, and a kitchen. If you have an idea where we could go, I'll need a contact number to give
them a call. You can reach me at 406-821-3777.
Our winter jams will be at the Masonic Hall in Missoula (126 East Broadway Street) on January 15, February 19, and
March 19. These jams are on the THIRD Saturday of each month. The jams are upstairs, and you get to ride their
super-cool elevator up to the third floor (I love the Masonic Hall, built in 1909 - it's like stepping back in time) .

It was a pretty small crowd at the MRBA Annual meeting and Christmas party - about 30 people. We voted to keep the
same officers for 2022, did some fun jamming, and fun was had by all…
Mike (still the pot-luck sampler guy)

Mike in High School

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
Website: www.mtbluegrass.com
email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com
President - Mike Conroy, mikevconroy@gmail.com or phone 406-821-3777
Vice President - Dallas Olson
Secretary/Treasurer - Anne Merrifield, happypasture9@gmail.com, 406-360-1877
Board Members - Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon, Steve Chapman, Jeff Campfield
Merchandise Manager - Open
Newsletter Editor - Kate McMahon, kate@appcom.net, 406-863-9255
MRBA Webmaster - Phyllis Erck mrba@mtbluegrass.com

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
Information printed in Bluegrassin’ is at the discretion of the editor.

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
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Got Something to sell?
Advertise in Blugrassin!
Full Page – $25.00,
1/2 Page – $15.00,
1/4 Page – $10.00
Classified – $5.00
Contact:
Kate McMahon
kate@appcom.net
406-863-9255

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail
If you would like to get your newsletter delivered electronically via e-mail send a message
to:
happypasture9@gmail.com
Electronic version has color photos &
hyperlinks to websites.
(P.S.—It will help keep down printing
and mailing costs for the Association.)

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___ Family ($15.00) ___
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically?
Renewal _____

______YES _____NO

New Member _____

Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
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Christmas Party Photos
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MRBA Winter Jams Return
MRBA 2022 jams return to the Masonic Lodge in Missoula!!
(126 E Broadway Street, Suite A, Missoula, MT)

Pickin’ and grinnin’ starts at 2:00 pm.
Potluck at 6:00 pm, followed by more pickin’ and grinnin’
Mark your calendars for the following dates:

January 15
February 19
March 19
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MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
December 18, 2021, 3:00 p.m., Stevensville United Methodist Church
Board Members Present: Mike Conroy , Tari Conroy, Dallas Olson, Anne Merrifield, Jeff Campfield
Board Members Absent: Steve Chapman, Kate McMahon
The meeting was called to order by President Mike Conroy. The following items were discussed:
1.
Update on the Association (Mike). Mike provided the 2022 jam dates to be held at the Masonic facility
in Missoula (January 15, February 19, March 19). The date of the 2022 Fundraiser Festival hopefully will be
on April 9, but Lone Rock School is not available, so Mike and Tari are searching for a new venue.

The 2022 picnic/campout at Hughes Creek needs both a new date, and perhaps a new location. Kate McMahon
has located a DNRC facility in the Flathead to ask if we might consider it. The cost would be $300 for two
nights, but Mike asked Kate to do more research, i.e., how late can people jam, are pets permitted, etc. Mike
will let members know when he makes a decision.
2.
Financial Report (Anne). Anne presented the 2021 financial report (through November 30, 2021), which
is in the MRBA files for reference. Income was $2,831.00, expenses $3,099.47, for a loss of $268.47. The
checkbook balance is $7,180.88. The cost of the Hughes Creek/Forrest Flats Picnic was $414.12, and the Stevensville Hootenanny made a profit of $161.00. The Fundraiser Festival was not held in 2021 due to Covid restrictions.
Memberships are down sharply to 139 (from a high of 230), and members were encouraged to recruit
others to join, and to remember to renew every year.
Also, we are in the process of changing banks, as US Bank has started to inflict extra monthly charges, in
addition to their previous practice of charging us for counting money when we have a fundraiser. Opportunity
Bank will be our new bank, and we have already opened an account them, after receiving Board approval via
email.
3.
Merchandise (Mike). We have been unable to find a volunteer to handle merchandise in the future, even
though inventory will be scaled back dramatically, making the job fairly easy. Anne handled merchandise at
Hardtimes, and we took in $422.00. In addition, Ben Essary returned the funds he had from past events, for a
total of $162.25.
4.
Old Business (Mike). With regard to Forrest Clark’s banjo, Forrest’s daughter Cathy Clark called Mike
to report that the Clinton Community Center had had a severe water leak and was closed, with no estimated reopening date. She was concerned about the banjo that was hung there, so after getting Board approval via email,
Mike returned the banjo to Cathy, as well as Forrest’s fiddle. Cathy was very pleased to receive them.
5.
New Business (Mike). Even though Mike said we don’t have a definite venue for the annual Fundraiser
Festival in April, he will be starting a sign-up sheet so he can get a head start on signing up bands for the event.
6.
Election of Officers (Mike). Arlene Wolf made a motion that all current Board members’ terms be continued for the next year. The motion was seconded by Jeff Campfield, and was passed by the members present.
Therefore, the current slate will be as follows:
Mike Conroy, Tari Conroy, Dallas Olson, Jeff Campfield, Steve Chapman, Kate McMahon, and
Anne Merrifield. Phyllis Erck remains as Webmaster.
7.
Business completed, the meeting was adjourned by Mike Conroy. Proceed to have supper and commence jamming.
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Montana State Old-Time Fiddlers Association
Montana Roots CD

This compilation CD features some of Montana's finest fiddlers and some great fiddlers who have their roots
in Montana. All artists kindly donated their tracks for this year’s fundraising project.
Montana State Old-Time Fiddlers Association (montanastateoldtimefiddlers.org)

Photo Captions

(Make up your own caption!)

Someone just requested a polka.
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Hot Corn Cold Corn
(by Kate McMahon)

One of the first banjo tunes I learned from the Earl Scruggs and the Five String Banjo book was “Hot Corn
Cold Corn.” According to the book the tune archive website, this is a traditional negro folk song with different versions such as “Bring on Your Hot Corn” or “Green Corn, Come Along Charlie.” The song has been
recorded by Flatt and Scruggs, as well as by Jerry Garcia and David Grisman.
Leadbelly even did a version of the song.
(https://tunearch.org/)
The first verse refers to a “demijohn.” Not knowing what a demijohn was, I researched the term on the
Internet, and it turns out it is a gallon glass jar with a rubber stopper used for fermenting beer and wine. As
for the meaning of the rest of the song, don’t worry about the nonsense lyrics. Just follow the advice of Chris
Jones from Bluegrass Today:
“...you should relax your mind and let the words wash over you like a warm rain
(that tastes just a little like moonshine) until it’s time for the banjo break.”
https://bluegrasstoday.com/hows-that-go-again/

HOT CORN COLD CORN
Hot corn cold corn bring along the demijohn
Hot corn cold corn bring along the demijohn
Hot corn cold corn bring along the demijohn
Fare thee well Uncle Bill see you in the morning, yes sir
Well it’s upstairs downstairs out in the kitchen (3x)
See you Uncle Bill just a raring and a pitching, yes sir
Well it’s old Aunt Peggy won’t you fill ’em up again (3x)
Ain’t had a drink since the lord knows when, yes sir
Well yonder comes the preacher and the children are a crying (3x)
Chickens a running and the toenails a flying, yes sir
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Something to Think About
The website “Banjo Hangout” has more than
100,000 members. Since there are a lot of banjo
players who are not members, the website estimates there are about one million banjo players
worldwide (with banjo player meaning a person
who has a banjo and can play at least a few tunes
on it). Depending on your perspective, this
thought is either really cool or really scary.
(https://www.banjohangout.org/archive/368290)

Vocal Music

(Submitted by Bill Molenda)

“Vocal Music” is any attempt to take the whole human being and project it into space.
It is the ultimate gesture of getting out of yourself.
You take a part of yourself that is most private, most personal, most inward, and you hurl it
into space—you project it as far as you can.
That gesture of opening the whole region of the body results in an enormous spiritual release,
and is felt by other people with tremendous impact.
Peter Sellars, Theater Producer
From Readers Digest
December, 1999
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5 Tips to Practice Bluegrass Improvisation
5 Tips for Practicing Bluegrass Improvisation | Tunefox.com
Slow down - This isn’t so easy for students of bluegrass because to many it seems counterintuitive but it’s the
ultimate way to let your body assimilate new information. If you can play a lick slowly with great time and
tone you’ll have a starting place for developing speed. In terms of improvisation, when you’re first starting out
you need time to hear a lick or note in your head before playing it on your instrument. Try this - put the metronome on at 80 bpm and see if you can play Mary Had a Little Lamb. Too easy? Try "Will the Circle Be Unbroken" in G or E major (not a common key for the song). The difficulty here isn’t knowing the melody – you
have that in your head. It’s learning to put what you hear in your head on your instrument and that takes time
and lots of slow practice.
Sing - As bluegrass musicians we hear lots of professionals playing with exceptional technique so we gravitate
towards practicing those elements of music rather than what I’d argue are more important aspects like playing
with intention and hearing music in your head before you play it on your instrument. When you sing before or
while you play, you’re solidifying the connection between what you hear in your head and what you actually
perform on your instrument. This is the skill required for thoughtful improvisation. I’ve heard improvising can
come from 3 places - your head, your hands, and your heart. All are completely valid and useful, and the master musicians we all look up to have honed their craft in all three of these areas. Singing reinforces the sound
you hear and can also lead to a better connection with your instrument.
Isolate - If we are trying to improvise over an entire chord progression, that can sometimes be counterproductive. You may not actually improve because it’s too much to chew on. But if you can focus on and improve a
very small section of the song, eventually that will bleed over into the rest of the chord progression. One of my
favorite things to do when practicing improvisation is just take a look at the relationship between two chords.
What are the common tones and how can I fluidly move between the chords? For example, a G chord and a D
chord have one common tone - D - and the other two tones in each chord are different but not by much. How
can I move from a G note to an A note, which is the 5th of the D chord? Can you come up with three G licks
that lead you to a D chord and three for D to G?
Learn by Ear - It’s essential for getting music in your head and understanding form, tone, vocabulary and
more. Next time you want to learn a tune, find a couple of recordings you enjoy and just listen to them for 10
minutes. Try to sing the melody out loud with the recording and then take a stab at learning it by ear.
Visualize - Close your eyes and visualize a G7 chord on your instrument. Can you see it? How about that last
lick you learned? Visualizing without your instrument is an undervalued practice technique. To a certain extent your brain cannot tell the difference between you holding an instrument and playing and just using visualization. Of course physical practice is necessary but combining that with visualization techniques can transform your playing. It helps you prepare for next practice session and understand what needs to be practiced.

Bluegrass Question of the Month
What three bluegrass songs would you recommend that every
beginning bluegrass musician should know?
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In Memoriam—Sonny Osborne
(By Kate McMahon)

Banjo player Sonny Osborne of the “Osborne Brothers” duo passed away in October. The Osborne Brothers’
most popular tune was “Rocky Top.” As noted by the magazine Bluegrass Today, due to the popularity of the
song, Sonny Osborne’s banjo playing was likely heard by more people than any other banjoist—except for
Earl Scruggs. Sonny Osborne played with Bill Monroe’s Bluegrass Boys for a couple of months in 1952.
With his brother Bobby Osborne, they formed their own band in 1953 and were inducted in the Bluegrass Hall
of Fame, as well as being members of the Grand Ole Opry.
They released the song “Rocky Top” in 1967, and it brought a lot of new fans to bluegrass. In 1982, “Rocky
Top” was officially named the Tennessee State Song. The Osborne Brothers were among the first bluegrass
bands to amplify their instruments. This style of playing is still the source of lively debate among traditionalists and fans of the single-mic style. Nevertheless, they remained favorites of bluegrass fans worldwide. In
1973, they became the first bluegrass band to perform at the White House.
Believe it or not, Sonny Osborne even has a small connection to the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association.
A few years ago, I created a poster (“I Learned About Life in a Bluegrass Jam”) to sell at the MRBA festivals. I posted a picture on Facebook, and among the people who liked the poster was—Sonny Osborne. It
was a big thrill for me—as was his banjo playing. The bluegrass world will miss him.
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ATTENTION:
We have set up the address label on your newsletter
to be your membership card. Please clip it out and
use it for proof of your membership to the MRBA.

MRBA membership good through:

PO Box 1306
Missoula, MT 59806
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