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Bluegrassin’ 
Upcoming Bluegrass  

 
September 3:  Lochwood Trio, West Glacier, 5:30 pm  
 
September 4:  Lochwood Trio, Celtic Cowboy, Great Falls, 6:00 pm  
 
September 10-11-12:  Gibbonsville Campout, Broken Arrow Campground, ID 
(see pg. 4)  
 
September 17-19:  Miles City Bluegrass Festival, Miles City 
(http://milescitywebsites.com/bluegrass/)  
 
September 19:  Billings Strings, Kettlehouse Amphitheater, Missoula  
KettleHouse Amphitheater - Logjam Presents - A Natural Place For Music  
 
September 28-October 2:  International Bluegrass Music Association, World of 
Bluegrass & Awards Show, Raleigh, NC   
https://ibma.org/press-releases/ibma-world-of-bluegrass-returns-to-raleigh-in-
2021-raleigh-to-host-five-day-music-event-through-2024/ 
 
 
 
Save the Date:  
 
November 20:  Infamous Stringdusters, Wilma, Missoula 
Masters of Bluegrass The Infamous Stringdusters Confirm Shows in Missoula 
& Bozeman - Logjam Presents  
 

 

Recurring Events:  
 

Classic Country Jam, Miracle of America Museum, Polson:  First and third Sundays of the month from  

1-4 pm  

 

 

http://milescitywebsites.com/bluegrass/
https://logjampresents.com/venue/kettlehouse-amphitheater/
https://ibma.org/press-releases/ibma-world-of-bluegrass-returns-to-raleigh-in-2021-raleigh-to-host-five-day-music-event-through-2024/
https://ibma.org/press-releases/ibma-world-of-bluegrass-returns-to-raleigh-in-2021-raleigh-to-host-five-day-music-event-through-2024/
https://logjampresents.com/2021/08/17/masters-of-bluegrass-the-infamous-stringdusters-confirm-shows-in-missoula-bozeman/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=announcement_tis211119
https://logjampresents.com/2021/08/17/masters-of-bluegrass-the-infamous-stringdusters-confirm-shows-in-missoula-bozeman/?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=announcement_tis211119
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Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association 
PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806 

Website: www.mtbluegrass.com           email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com 
President -  Mike Conroy, mikevconroy@gmail.com or phone  406-821-3777    

 
Vice President - Dallas Olson 

 
 Secretary/Treasurer - Anne Merrifield, happypasture9@gmail.com,  406-360-1877 
Board Members -  Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon,  Steve Chapman, Jeff Campfield 

 
Merchandise Manager - Ben Essary 

Newsletter Editor - Kate McMahon, kate@appcom.net,  406-863-9255 
MRBA Webmaster - Phyllis Erck mrba@mtbluegrass.com 

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association 

Information printed in Bluegrassin’ is at the discretion of the editor. 

President’s Message  
 

 
Well, here it is September already.  The biggest news around here is that Tari traded huckleberries to a friend 
for an aoooga horn.   It will be a big hit at the Ravalli County Fair.  The Gibbonsville Campout will be  
September 10, 11, and 12.  It signals the tail-end of the summer campouts. We originally thought about  
having an MRBA festival this fall, but Tari and I have plum run out of steam, and the MRBA is sittin' pretty 
good financially.  Hopefully we can have it next spring.  Soon I will be looking into finding a place for winter 
jams and our Christmas party and annual meeting. 
 
We had to say goodbye to our dear friend Verna Molenda. Her Celebration of Life will be September 17 at  
11 am at the Darby Clubhouse, with a pot-luck following the celebration.  
 
        See you at Gibbonsville -- Mike 

mailto:mikevconroy@gmail.com
mailto:happypasture9@gmail.com
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Got Something to sell?  

Advertise in Blugrassin! 
 

 
Full Page – $25.00,  
1/2 Page – $15.00,  
1/4 Page – $10.00  
Classified – $5.00 

 
Contact:   

Kate McMahon 
kate@appcom.net 

406-863-9255 

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail 
 

If you would like to get your newsletter deliv-
ered electronically via e-mail send a message 

to: 
 

happypasture9@gmail.com 
 

Electronic version has color photos &  
hyperlinks to websites. 

 
(P.S.—It will help keep down printing  
and mailing costs for the Association.) 

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 
Membership Application 

 
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________ 
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________ 
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________ 
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___  Family ($15.00) ___ 

 
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically?     ______YES    _____NO 

 
Renewal _____   New Member _____ 

 
Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT  59806 
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26th Gibbonsville Campout 
Sept 10-11-12 

The weekend after Labor Day 
 

Celebrating the chance to gather once again and share the music we love so very much!  Yep, it is the  
Gibbonsville gathering the weekend after Labor Day, September 10-11-12.  What a great chance to relax, 
pick, eat great food, eat ice cream, tell tales and memories, and share it all once again.  
 
All campers MUST check in with RoseMarie when they arrive. There is more room for tents and dry campers 
this year. Rates per night are as follows:  tents $10; campers without hookups $15; all hookups and extra-large 
RV’s $20.  Showers are $5 unless you rent a cabin.  Cabins are $55-$60 unless you are a picker, then it is $20 
less per night. Water at the site is limited, so fill your tanks before coming.  Please keep your dog on a leash. 
No open fires. 
 
The Broken Arrow will be open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday afternoons serving that delicious Mexican food 
that we all love.  They will not be open for breakfast on Saturday morning. 
 
And…..don’t forget about the ICE CREAM SOCIAL on Saturday afternoon at 1 pm.  Y’all bring something 
to put on the ice cream (syrups, fruit, toppings…whatever sounds good), and we’ll have another smashing 
round of ice cream treats!  We skipped this last year, but it is on and ready to go this year. 
 
There is a potluck Saturday night at 6 pm and Sunday morning breakfast at 10 am, followed by gospel music 
until noon.  Picking always continues until ………..???  Wall tents and jam tents are surely appreciated! 
 
So pack the truck, change your strings, and travel safely to this 26th annual gathering.  Expect laughter, 
friends, great meals, and of course the sweet sounds of the music we love.  See you there! 
 
For more information and/or questions, contact RoseMarie Ramey at the Broken Arrow  
208-865-2241. 
 
 



 

Bluegrassin’ 
Sept.—Oct., 2021 Volume 23 Issue 5 

5 

 

 

In Memoriam—Verna  Molenda   
Reprinted from MRBA Newsletter January 2012 

Interviewed by Kate McMahon 
 

Verna Molenda has just released a new CD entitled "Ozark Echoes."  It features her singing 13 mountain 
songs with pictures from her days of living in the Ozarks and a poem she wrote about that time in her life.  
She is accompanied by Mike and Tari Conroy playing fiddle, guitar, mandolin, banjo and dog-house bass.  
 
Although she sang harmony and played accompaniment on a few CDs previous to this effort, this is Verna’s 
first solo CD.   She has been performing with the Darby Sireens for several years.  The Sireens started out as 
an act at the MRBA Spring Festival in Stevensville and have become a crowd favorite.   They also play at the 
Hardtimes Festival hosted by the Conroys in July.   In addition to these festivals, Verna said she also enjoys 
going to the Pasture Pickin’ jam twice a year in Libby.   
 
Verna started listening to bluegrass when she was a teenager.  Her brother-in-law was from Georgia and she 
would listen to his bluegrass records and fell in love with the sound.  Her love for the music grew when she 
lived in the Ozarks while raising her kids.  Verna has two sons and two daughters.  This time of her life was 
the inspiration for the CD.   
 
The cabin on the album cover, however, is not from the Ozarks but from Colorado.  After leaving the Ozarks 
she moved to Colorado with her kids and lived in the cabin in the  foothills of Fort Collins.  This was during 
the 1960’s but the cabin was old and had no running water  - just a hand pump and an outhouse.   She went 
back this past summer and was surprised to see that the cabin was still there.     
 
She moved to Montana in 1969 and began to 
play the bluegrass music that she had listened to 
for so many years.   Not long after settling into 
the state, Mike Conroy gave her an autoharp—
way back when Mike & Tari were just dating.    
She went on to learn to play the dobro.   Verna 
has been an  MRBA member from the very be-
ginning of the organization and is a regular at 
the festivals, campouts and jams.    
 
The song list on her CD includes Ground Hog, I 
Am Weary, Wreck On The Highway, Poor Little 
Turtle Dove, Paradise Red, Rockin’ Chair, She's 
More To Be Pitied, Somewhere, Listening For My 
Name, Water Lily, Knoxville Girl, A Mother’s Last 
Words To Her Daughter, On A High, High Moun-
tain, and  Lonely Little Robin 
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Hardtimes Photos  

Kids in Bluegrass 

Guitar Raffle Winner  

Quilt Raffle Winners  

Bluegrass Gal Pals 

Thanks to all the Volunteers  

Traveling in Style 
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More Hardtimes Photos  

All Ready for Some Bluegrass Bands 

Crew from Pennsylvania 

Sitting in the Shade of  a Truck 

Darby Sireens 
Dog Friendly Festival!   
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Tips for Taking Online Music Lessons  
5 things to remember before taking online music lessons | Tips - Music Crowns 

 
  

A decade ago, if you wanted to learn music, you’d have to arrange for a tutor or a course, attend the course like you 
would attend normal classes, keep up your progress with the rest of your colleagues while managing your own schedule 

and activities. 

However, over the past few years, the Internet has opened up new avenues and allowed people to learn music and pur-
sue their passion from the comfort of their own home, through virtual tutoring, online courses, and more. These facilities 

have expanded even more over the last couple of years, as the pandemic has pushed people to go virtual. 

While online music lessons and virtual tutoring are just as good as the average in-person class and offer you the luxury of 
choosing timings that suit you, there are some things that you should know before you enroll in one. 

In this article, we’re telling you about 5 such things you should remember before you decide to join an online music 
course so that you know what to expect and aren’t caught off-guard. 

You’ll Be Responsible For How Much Progress You Make 
This might sound a tad bit ominous, but what we mean by this is that if you do take up online music lessons, you’ll have 
to be the one to create your own schedule, keep track of your practice and perform your lessons well. There is the big-
gest possibility that if you do take up an online course, it will consist primarily of pre-recorded material and not active 

guidance, like in the case of an in-person class. So you’ll have to work extra to create the schedule that suits you, and 
keep up with the course with your own practice. 

You Need To Choose A Course That Suits You Well 
One of the best things about learning through the Internet is that there are a variety of course options, including choices 
for complete beginners, to those who have prior experience as well as experts. There are also numerous duration op-

tions, with programs that last for a month, to 6 months, and a full year as well, and each type, of course, has its own mar-
ket and consumer base. For instance, one of the most popular online singing lessons courses is the 30-Day Singing Pro-

gram. But that doesn’t mean that will suit you as well. Remember to put in time and effort into selecting a program that 
matches your schedule, your requirements, and skill level. 

You Have To Keep Yourself Motivated 
A major drawback of learning online, regardless of whether it is music or any other subject, is the lack of interaction and 
activity. No matter how well a program is curated and how interactive it has been made, it cannot replace the interaction 
and exchanges that take place in a normal class, which can make it hard for you to stay motivated and can even make 

your classes feel monotonous. That’s why one of your biggest tasks throughout the journey will be to keep yourself moti-
vated. One great way to do this is to take up personal challenges which you can do alongside your normal course materi-

al, such as learning your favorite song. 

You’ll Have An Adaptable Schedule 
Learning online has a major benefit, which is the fact that you get to choose what your timings will be like. It is up to you 
to decide when you want to attend or view your classes, and when you want to practice. Some courses also offer the op-
tion of letting you choose when you want to sit for your exams. Thus, your entire schedule is in your hands and it is up to 
you how you would like to go ahead with it. This is great for adults who have packed schedules, and can only take clas-

ses at night or on the weekend. 

You Have To Create A Proper Setting 
One of the most important things to keep in mind before joining an online class, especially for music, is to create the 

proper setting for yourself. A good learning atmosphere at home is crucial, and before you begin, make sure that you arm 
your room with the right light, all your equipment, and everything else that you might need. Make sure that the area you 
choose is away from noise and distractions, and isn’t uncomfortable in any other way that may distract you. For music 
lessons, it should be secluded enough that it doesn’t disturb other members of your home and allows you to listen to 

yourself well too. 

https://www.musiccrowns.org/tips/5-things-to-remember-before-taking-online-music-lessons/
http://instrumentalglobal.com/
https://instrumentalglobal.com/best-online-singing-lessons/


Lochwood Bluegrass Band 
Hey there, friends and neighbors. We’re really excited to tell you that we have been working on a new CD off 

and on since the lockdown started last year. We just got the finished masters back courtesy of the capable Jon 
Neufeld and are getting ready for production.  Watch our Facebook page for information on how to order.  

 
https://www.facebook.com/lochwoodbluegrass 

Kentucky Sky CD 
New CD featuring MRBA members Emily and Fred Franks, Randy Hackworth, and Chad Fadely.  

 
To order a copy:   

Send Facebook message:  https://www.facebook.com/kentuckyskybluegrassband 

New CDs from MRBA Members  

https://www.facebook.com/Jon-Neufeld-229373993779238/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSg49J86rpyB4beSR-F6888MMCy2ZgwaTlGSFqD-ZXniS9oBTLQDYQ9ziSeV-FZiPE4Su_0514s9y_6JU89sdc-c3b4Wfa5SDjPqNpjVcXa62NUJHfqP_BH0BtJKcXfi0EZdrW4rRqo0vhxM5QMAzs&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Jon-Neufeld-229373993779238/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSg49J86rpyB4beSR-F6888MMCy2ZgwaTlGSFqD-ZXniS9oBTLQDYQ9ziSeV-FZiPE4Su_0514s9y_6JU89sdc-c3b4Wfa5SDjPqNpjVcXa62NUJHfqP_BH0BtJKcXfi0EZdrW4rRqo0vhxM5QMAzs&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/lochwoodbluegrass
https://www.facebook.com/kentuckyskybluegrassband
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MRBA  VOLUNTEER  WANTED 
 

 The MRBA needs a volunteer to handle the MRBA merchandise.  We have eliminated a huge bunch of  
merchandise, so it's mostly just hats, bumper stickers, cups, and CDs.  
 
Please call Mike if you could do it for the Association (821-3777). 

10 Years of Bluegrass  
Kate McMahon 

 
Believe it or not, it has been 10 years since I produced my first bluegrass newsletter.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
each and every edition.  It has been great to be part of the MRBA family, and even though I might not make it 
to every jam or festival, working on the newsletter has been a fantastic way to stay connected with everyone.   
Especially during the past year when everything was getting cancelled and we were all hunkered down, the 
newsletter helped take one’s mind off all of the craziness in the news.  Music is magic that way.  
 
As I flip through past editions, some thoughts come to mind.  
 

• Volunteers are the best.  Here is a BIG, BIG shout-out to everyone who organizes a festival, hosts a jam, 
helps with set-up, sells merchandise, takes tickets, cooks food, plays music, records CDs, mentors kids, 
writes newsletter articles, maintains the website, donates raffle items, plays at senior centers, manages the 
finances, takes photos, and volunteers time for any of the countless tasks that make MRBA tick.   

 

• As I look through old photos, I am reminded of the MRBA members we have said good-bye to over the 
years.  I am so glad that MRBA has a newsletter archive with interviews and photographs that document 
those who have been such a big part of the organization since its inception.  

 

• As one can deduce by reading the newsletter over the past 10 years, I enjoy a mix of MRBA news, inter-
views, photos, music tips, songs, music humor, and bluegrass articles.  Even though I have fun searching 
the internet and creating bluegrass trivia games, I’ve always commented that the best content is from 
MBRA members.  If you feel so inclined, don’t hesitate to send me your bluegrass musings.  There is al-
ways room in the next newsletter to share some of your new bluegrass memories!  

 

 

Music in Big Arm, MT 
 

In other bluegrass happenings around the state, here is a 
picture of the Bannack String Band playing in Big Arm, 

MT (just north of Polson) this past month.  Thanks to 
Wally Congdon for alerting me to this annual August 

music event.  We will have more details about the  
get-together in next year’s newsletter.      



Bluegrass Question of the Month 
 

If you found a magic bluegrass ring at the 

Hardtimes Bluegrass festival and you got to 

make a wish to let you have one thing on your 

bluegrass bucket list,                                  

what would you wish for?  

 
(Send answers to:  kate@appcom.net)   

Yodeling Humor  
 

Knock Knock 
 

Who’s there?  
 

Old Lady  
 

Old lady who? 
 

Old lady hee hee, hee   
old lady hee hee hee hee, who   

 

On the Lighter Side  



PO Box 1306 
 Missoula, MT 59806 

 

MRBA membership good through: 

ATTENTION: 
We have set up the address label on your newsletter 
to be your membership card.  Please clip it out and 
use it for proof of your membership to the MRBA. 


