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dedicated to promoting, 
preserving and sharing our 
love of bluegrass music in 

a spirit of family and 
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Bluegrassin’ 
Upcoming Bluegrass Events 

 

Happy Bluegrass New Year! 
 

Bluegrass Quotes  
(Excerpts from “Believing in Bluegrass,” Robert Cantwell,  

Magazine article from 1972) 
 

 “If you ask Bill Monroe just what bluegrass music is, he will say simply that 
it is ‘the best music in the world.’”  
 
 
“Even though a bluegrass musician develops himself largely in solitary, he 
cannot fully display or even realize his musical abilities until he participates 
with other individuals in a band.  Thus, he is not fully an individual,  
musically at least, until he is swept up in the operations of that tiny but very 
real community.”  
 
 
“Every novice and amateur band, even some of the plodders, was received 
with enthusiasm.  Bluegrass people are warmly hospitable and emotional, 
deeply appreciative of fellow feeling.” 

 
 

Stay healthy and safe!    
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Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association 
PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806 

Website: www.mtbluegrass.com           email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com 
President -  Mike Conroy, mikevconroy@gmail.com or phone  406-821-3777    

 
Vice President - Dallas Olson 

 
 Secretary/Treasurer - Anne Merrifield, happypasture9@gmail.com,  406-360-1877 
Board Members -  Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon,  Steve Chapman, Jeff Campfield 

 
Merchandise Manager - Ben Essary 

Newsletter Editor - Kate McMahon, kate@appcom.net,  406-863-9255 
MRBA Webmaster - Phyllis Erck mrba@mtbluegrass.com 

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association 

Information printed in Bluegrassin’ is at the discretion of the editor. 

President’s Message  
Howdy friends, 
 
     We are getting excited about this new year and the return to  
normalcy with the new vaccines becoming available. We emailed our 
2020 board and officers, and ALL of them agreed to continue on for 
2021.  What a great bunch of folks.  On to the plan for 2021. 
 
     Tari and I are planning the 2021 Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival for 
July 23,24,25. We have hired most of the bands and are looking for-
ward to an AWESOME festival in the new location farther up Forest 
Hill Road on the upper Heiland Ranch.  
 
      Our annual MRBA festival and fundraiser hopefully will be held 
in late summer or fall, depending on the Covid thing and when Lone 
Rock School would let us gather there.  It also might be possible we could have it at an outside location; we have lots of 
time to look into it.  We don't feel it could possibly happen in mid-April.  
 
      At this time, we are planning to have the outdoor Conroy Memorial Weekend Campout May 28,29,30,31, and the 
MRBA Campout on June 11,12,13. 
 
      It's been a tough year for everybody, and here's to hoping 2021 is a return to a more normal life, pickin' and grinnin' 
and BSin' with friends.  
        Mike   

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association—Financial Report as of November 30, 2020 
(Prepared by Anne Merrifield, Secretary/Treasurer) 

 
Well, Covid-19 shut down a lot of our fun this year.  We did have the picnic in June at Hughes Creek, but it was the 
only event we were able to host.  We’re hoping for better times in the New Year. 
 
Income was $1,851.48 (mainly membership and merchandise), and expenses were $2,085.54, for a loss of $234.06.  
The bulk of expenses consisted of printing and distributing the newsletter ($896.10) and picnic food and supplies 
($425.39).  We had Lone Rock posters printed ($155.00) before we realized the event could not be held.  Also, we paid 
$150.00 to help host a hospitality room at Wintergrass, and $100 to reserve Lone Rock School, which we subsequently 
donated to their music program.  The remaining costs were administrative in nature.  The checkbook balance as of No-
vember 30 was $7,449.35.   
 
Memberships are holding steady at 173, but we hope you will keep current, as memberships are our only source of  
income right now.   

mailto:mikevconroy@gmail.com
mailto:happypasture9@gmail.com
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Got Something to sell?  

Advertise in Blugrassin! 
 

 
Full Page – $25.00,  
1/2 Page – $15.00,  
1/4 Page – $10.00  
Classified – $5.00 

 
Contact:   

Kate McMahon 
kate@appcom.net 

406-863-9255 

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail 
 

If you would like to get your newsletter deliv-
ered electronically via e-mail send a message 

to: 
 

happypasture9@gmail.com 
 

Electronic version has color photos &  
hyperlinks to websites. 

 
(P.S.—It will help keep down printing  
and mailing costs for the Association.) 

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 
Membership Application 

 
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________ 
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________ 
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________ 
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___  Family ($15.00) ___ 

 
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically?     ______YES    _____NO 

 
Renewal _____   New Member _____ 

 
Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT  59806 
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Memory Lane— 
Hardtimes Festival  

 
My First Hardtimes Festival - 2012 

By Anne Merrifield 
 

Newly transplanted from Northern Ohio, 
I was very excited to attend the Hard-
times Festival in 2012.  I hadn’t yet start-
ed to play the mandolin, and I didn’t 
have a motorhome, so I made day visits.  
The whole experience was such a happy 
one!  I’ve gone to many festivals in differ-
ent states over the years, but this one 
was reminiscent of the ones I attended in 
the 70’s before festivals got really large - 
very homey.  There were probably 1,000 
attendees, the music was local, the jams 
were fun and lasted until the wee hours, 
the vendors had delicious food, there 
was a great gospel set on Sunday morn-
ing, the entrance fee was $10 (holy Tole-
do!) and most important, there was the 
family of bluegrass musicians and listen-
ers.  It doesn’t get any better.  Bluegrass 
has been a large part of my life since 
about 1971, and Montana bluegrass has 
happily kept it going strong. 
 

I had met Mike and Tari prior to their fes-

tival, and I didn’t realize at the time what 

a close friendship would develop.  I’m so 

grateful for all the entertainment they’ve 

brought to the Bitterroot over the years.  

Their events have a special feel to them, 

which is shown in these signs that ap-

peared at the entrance and exit of this 

festival in 2012.  May there be many 

more good times at Hardtimes in the  

future!  
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Montana Remembers Charley Pride 
By Kate McMahon  

 
In December, the music world lost Charley Pride.  Charley Pride was born in Mississippi, the son of a sharecropper, but 
he achieved music success at the highest levels.  He was inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame  and received 
the Country Music Awards lifetime achievement award just this past year.  While most people might be familiar with 
his hits such as as "Kiss an Angel Good Morning," many fans might not realize he got his start in Montana.  

In the early 1960’s, Pride played semi-pro ball for the East Helena Smelterites.  One article noted that the team manag-
er was impressed with Charley’s singing ability and paid him $10 to sing for 15 minutes before the first pitch of every 
game.  The event brought more fans to the stadium and doubled Pride’s $10 game check.   Pride also began singing in 
local clubs in Helena, Great Falls, and Anaconda.   

According to the book Montana Americana Music:  Boot Stomping in Big Sky 
Country by Montana native and bluegrass musician Aaron Parrett, in 1962 
country music stars Red Foley and Red Sovine were playing a show in Helena  
when local  disc jockey, Tiny Stokes from KBLL radio station,  introduced the 
pair to a young Charley Pride.   Sovine invited Charley to come to Nashville.    
In 1963, after a tryout with the Mets didn’t work out,  Pride detoured to Nash-
ville to meet up with Sovine.   He was signed by Jack Johnson and then went 
on to a successful recording career.   

According to Parrett’s book, Pride continued to come back to Montana until 
1967 to work at the smelter and play in local nightclubs.   One of the bars 
mentioned in the book was Tracy’s in Helena.   Many local Montanans still 
have memories of Charley Pride, including his playing gospel songs at the First 
Baptist Church near the Cathedral in Helena.     

The book also notes that, while Charley Pride transcended racial boundaries, 
he supported the civil rights movement.  A 1965 interview in the Helena Inde-
pendent Record with Charlie’s wife Rozine included the observation “Only 
once had she and her husband been refused service in Helena,” she noted, but 
“there are thousands of Indians (in Montana) treated quite a bit like Negroes 
in the South.”  

Charley Pride had eight number-one country hits between 1969 and 1971 and 
won three Grammy awards.   His fourth album, Make Mine Country, includes the bluegrass standard, “On the Banks of 
the Ohio.”   You can listen to Pride perform the song on YouTube.   It is a traditional bluegrass version with acoustic 
guitar and a mandolin backup.    Chet Atkins was a producer of the album. 

Pride continued to record and perform throughout his life and even traveled back to Montana occasionally for con-
certs.  Even while playing music, he never lost his love of baseball.   In 2010, he became a part owner of the Texas 
Rangers, and he served as a board member of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.  The Museum gave Pride the   
Jackie Robinson Lifetime Achievement Award in 2013.  

Charley Pride got his start playing in    
Jimmy Owens’ country band in Helena in 

the mid-1960’s.  Also in the photo from left 
to right:  Monty Cowles, George Owens, 

and Jimmy Owens.   
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Tips for Taking Your Music Playing to the Next Level   
10 New Year's Resolutions for Musicians — Musicnotes Now  

 
1. Establish a Practice Routine 
It’s not as easy as it sounds to get into a practice routine.  Often we try, but life gets in the way, and practice falls on 
the back burner.  Set a goal this year to make your practice routine a priority.  As best as you can, map out your 
schedule in the coming year and find a window of time that you can dedicate to practice.  Once you’ve decided on 
a time, you need to treat it like you would any other commitment (school, work, etc.).  Put your practice time on your 
calendar to avoid scheduling conflicts.  Getting into a routine is essential for progress in your music.  You’ll eliminate 
opportunities for backsliding and promote faster growth and learning retention. 
 
2. Increase Your Practice Time 
The recommended time for practicing your instrument is 10 – 15 hours/week (1.5 – 2 hours/day).  In this time period, 
you can get in a proper warmup, truly make progress on your piece(s), and see very steady growth in your skill. 
Though you may not be able to commit to 1.5 – 2 hours/day, you can start by increasing your current practice time by 
15-30 minutes.  It may not seem like much, but over time these extra minutes will add up, and you will see significant 
changes in your abilities. 
 
3. Create a Proper Warmup 
We’re all guilty of ditching our warmup routine from time to time (or most of the time).  However, warming up before 
getting into practices and performances can prevent serious injury, build up strength, and improve your overall skill 
and fluency.  This year, resolve to come up with a 10 – 15-minute warmup that you never skip!  If you don’t want to 
do the exact same thing every day, come up with a few variations, and stick to them! 
 
4. Start Taking Lessons, or Start Again! 
There are so many benefits to having a music teacher.  If you’re not happy with your progress or are coming to dead 
ends with online resources, maybe this is the year to get an instructor.   Your music teacher will: 

• Hold you accountable 

• Give you an individualized approach to your practice 

• Answer specific questions 

• Troubleshoot problems 

• Open new doors to musical ideas 

• Help you stay committed 
 
Ask around your community and take the time to find the perfect teacher for you.  Once you’ve found your match, 
honor your commitment, and we promise you’ll see a significant difference in your playing or singing. 
 
5. Explore New Repertoire 
We all have a few favorites when it comes to music genres.  It can be easy to get stuck in the routine of playing or 
singing a lot of pieces that sound the same.  Getting in these habits can actually slow down your progress, as you’ll be 
doing a lot of the same things without really challenging yourself.  This year, maybe your resolution needs to be 
branching out into new musical horizons.  Maybe it’s time you finally conquered jazz, or perhaps you’ve never ventured 
into the world of Frederic Chopin.  If you have a teacher, you can even tell that person to surprise you with your next 
piece or two.  Whatever new style you decide to take on, take the resolution one step further and tack on the number of 
pieces you want to learn. For example, your resolution might be to learn five jazz pieces, one Chopin Nocturne, 
and three movie themes. You never know what you might discover or come to love.  

https://www.musicnotes.com/now/tips/10-new-years-resolutions-for-musicians/
https://www.musicnotes.com/now/tips/6-reasons-why-you-need-a-piano-teacher/
https://www.musicnotes.com/sheet-music/style/jazz?utm_source=Musicnotes%20Now&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=10-New-Year-039-s-Resolutions-for-Musicians-mdash-Musicnotes-Now
https://www.musicnotes.com/search/go?w=chopin&from=header&utm_source=Musicnotes%20Now&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=10-New-Year-039-s-Resolutions-for-Musicians-mdash-Musicnotes-Now
https://www.musicnotes.com/sheet-music/style/jazz?utm_source=Musicnotes%20Now&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=10-New-Year-039-s-Resolutions-for-Musicians-mdash-Musicnotes-Now
https://www.musicnotes.com/search/go?w=chopin&from=header&utm_source=Musicnotes%20Now&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=10-New-Year-039-s-Resolutions-for-Musicians-mdash-Musicnotes-Now
https://www.musicnotes.com/sheet-music/style/movie-tv?utm_source=Musicnotes%20Now&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=10-New-Year-039-s-Resolutions-for-Musicians-mdash-Musicnotes-Now


 

Bluegrassin’ 
January—February , 2021 Volume 23 Issue 1 

7 

 

 

6. Compose Original Music 
If you’ve never composed original music before, give it a try this year.  Whether it’s an instrumental composition or more 
along the singer/songwriter route, composing is a great credit to add to your musical portfolio.  If you have absolutely no 
idea where to start, check out resources on the Internet.  Songwriting is a great way to let go of some stress and deal 
with emotions. It’s a sort of therapy for musicians.  Challenge yourself to finish your songs once you’ve started, and be 
proud of your work. 
 
 
7. Book a Gig or Perform at an Open Mic 
Do you struggle with stage fright?  It’s time to conquer it!   First, let us say that stage fright is completely normal, and 
nearly every musician deals with it to some degree.  But the best way to lift some anxiety is to perform as many times as 
possible. You have to get used to crowds, making mistakes on stage, and staying level-headed through the nerves. 
Open mic nights are a great way to break into the performance world.  Usually taking place at bars or coffee shops, mu-
sicians of all skill levels come to perform both covers and original music.  Whether you’re an instrumentalist or vocalist, 
these types of environments typically involve many people shuffling around, ordering drinks or food, and having conver-
sations during the performances.  While people will be watching, it’s not the type of place where the crowd is going to 
notice a mistake or two.  It’s also a great place to experiment with new songs if you’re a songwriter. 
 
If you want to take your performing to the next level, try booking some gigs this year.  Start small at coffee shops, restau-
rants, or bars, and perhaps by the end of the year, you’ll be selling out performance venues. 
 
 
8. Record or Distribute Your Music 
If you have a long catalog of songs you don’t want to forget over time, this year is the year to record them.  Whether 
you’re an instrumentalist or vocalist, whether they’re original songs or not, recording your music is a way to keep it  
forever.   Of course, this may be one of the more expensive resolutions. You can explore local studios, find a friend, or 
even a friend of a friend to help you out.  Maybe you’ve decided it’s time you learn how to record yourself with a record-
ing software like ProTools.  Or maybe you already know how to record, and this year you just need to commit to actually 
doing it.  If you decide to record music this year, consider distributing it as well.  With so many platforms available now, 
you can put your music on social media, YouTube, SoundCloud, Spotify, iTunes, or even make an “old school” move 
and release CDs. 
 
 
9. Go to An Audition 
Sometimes being a musician can be a little scary. The competition to succeed is fierce, so you will have moments on 
your musical journey where you really have to put yourself out there.  Maybe this is your year to try, and you can start by 
going to an audition.  Auditions are great for conquering stage fright, receiving constructive feedback, and ultimately 
granting you access to brand new experiences. You never know what part you might land or what show you’ll end up in. 
And even if you don’t always get the end result you hope for, you’ll meet a lot of wonderful people along the way (and 
possibly many industry professionals as well). 
 
 
10.  Create a Website or Online Portfolio 
Creating a website might seem like a hefty resolution, but we can assure you that it will be well worth your time.  With a 
website, you can easily keep all of your repertoire, recordings, and original works in one location, manage bookings, and 
keep people updated on your life.  Think of it as an online resume–one that distinguishes you as a professional musician 
and separates you from the pack. 
 
You can create a professional website with services like Wix, Squarespace, and GoDaddy, or, you can check out other 
more blog-friendly sites like WordPress and Blogger.  Depending on how extensive you want your site to be, you can 
choose from several paid options or stay on the free route for a while.  Either way, having your own website will let peo-
ple know you’re serious about music, and it might just be the step you need to take in the coming year. 

We hope you’ve got some ideas now for the next year on how to take the next step in your musical journey.  Whatever 
resolution you decide to make, the hardest part will be sticking to it.  We believe in you!  Happy resolution making, and 
Happy New Year! 

https://fave.co/2QxphnJ
https://fave.co/2Qrhb0n
https://fave.co/2QnIvgd
https://fave.co/2EdSoFT
https://fave.co/2QtRMU3
https://fave.co/2EfigB9
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http://thefiddleschool.com/ 

JAM 

Start  

Help me find my way to the jam! 

http://thefiddleschool.com/


How Mountain Girls Can Love  
Happy Valentine Day!   Celebrate with a song about love written by Ralph Stanley.    It is an up-tempo tune 
with great instrumental breaks.  The  song has been covered by Ricky Skaggs, John Denver, Tony Rice and 

The Grascals.  It is a popular jam tune guaranteed to get your toes tapping.   
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 Maze Puzzle Solution 

Bluegrass Glossary  (A thru H) 
(With a little tongue in cheek thrown in for good measure.) 

Source:  Banjo Newsletter, June 1992 
 

Alternating thumb roll—Basic picking roll played by people with two or more thumbs on the same hand.  
 
Backup— Ability to escape without personal injury when you haven’t taken out the garbage, cooked dinner, 
or done other chores because you have been too busy practicing the banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, or bass.  
 
Bile Them Cabbage Down—An easy song for beginners.  Song brings peals of laughter from teenagers (not  
because of the title, but because of your playing).  
 
Bowed Neck—Shape of your neck after playing Bile Them Cabbage Down for eight hours with a 12 pound 
banjo strapped around your neck at a bluegrass festival. 
 
Capo—Clamp-like device, invented by banjo players who refuse to believe that there is any other key besides 
the Key of G. 
 
Etiquette—Ability, or lack of, to get along well with others when making music.  Good etiquette is taking just 
one lead no matter how many ways you know how to play Bile Them Cabbage Down.   Bad Etiquette is call-
ing out Bile Them Cabbage Down multiple times in one jam session.   
 
Frets—What you have 15 minutes before your next lesson and haven’t even looked at the new tab.  
 
G String—A certain string on the your banjo or an article of clothing worn by certain female entertainers.   
You don’t want to see banjo players wearing a G string.  
 
Hammering-on—Two words in the following statement:  “No I am not killing the cat, I am practicing the 
banjo so will you stop hammering on the door.”  
 
Hardshell Case— Term used to describe a spouse who cannot understand why you should buy another  
banjo, guitar, fiddle, or mandolin when you already have more instruments than you can play.   
 



Musical Artistry 
Which is your favorite? 



PO Box 1306 
 Missoula, MT 59806 

 

MRBA membership good through: 

ATTENTION: 
We have set up the address label on your newsletter 
to be your membership card.  Pease clip it out and 
use it for proof of your membership to the MRBA. 


