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Happy Bluegrass New Year! 
 

Bluegrass Quotes  
(Excerpts from ñBelieving in Bluegrass,ò Robert Cantwell,  

Magazine article from 1972) 
 

 ñIf you ask Bill Monroe just what bluegrass music is, he will say simply that 
it is óthe best music in the world.ôò  
 
 
ñEven though a bluegrass musician develops himself largely in solitary, he 
cannot fully display or even realize his musical abilities until he participates 
with other individuals in a band.  Thus, he is not fully an individual,  
musically at least, until he is swept up in the operations of that tiny but very 
real community.ò  
 
 
ñEvery novice and amateur band, even some of the plodders, was received 
with enthusiasm.  Bluegrass people are warmly hospitable and emotional, 
deeply appreciative of fellow feeling.ò 

 
 

Stay healthy and safe!    
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Presidentôs Message  
Howdy friends, 
 
     We are getting excited about this new year and the return to  
normalcy with the new vaccines becoming available. We emailed our 
2020 board and officers, and ALL of them agreed to continue on for 
2021.  What a great bunch of folks.  On to the plan for 2021. 
 
     Tari and I are planning the 2021 Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival for 
July 23,24,25. We have hired most of the bands and are looking for-
ward to an AWESOME festival in the new location farther up Forest 
Hill Road on the upper Heiland Ranch.  
 
      Our annual MRBA festival and fundraiser hopefully will be held 
in late summer or fall, depending on the Covid thing and when Lone 
Rock School would let us gather there.  It also might be possible we could have it at an outside location; we have lots of 
time to look into it.  We don't feel it could possibly happen in mid-April.  
 
      At this time, we are planning to have the outdoor Conroy Memorial Weekend Campout May 28,29,30,31, and the 
MRBA Campout on June 11,12,13. 
 
      It's been a tough year for everybody, and here's to hoping 2021 is a return to a more normal life, pickin' and grinnin' 
and BSin' with friends.  
        Mike   

Montana Rockies Bluegrass AssociationðFinancial Report as of November 30, 2020 
(Prepared by Anne Merrifield, Secretary/Treasurer) 

 
Well, Covid-19 shut down a lot of our fun this year.  We did have the picnic in June at Hughes Creek, but it was the 
only event we were able to host.  Weôre hoping for better times in the New Year. 
 
Income was $1,851.48 (mainly membership and merchandise), and expenses were $2,085.54, for a loss of $234.06.  
The bulk of expenses consisted of printing and distributing the newsletter ($896.10) and picnic food and supplies 
($425.39).  We had Lone Rock posters printed ($155.00) before we realized the event could not be held.  Also, we paid 
$150.00 to help host a hospitality room at Wintergrass, and $100 to reserve Lone Rock School, which we subsequently 
donated to their music program.  The remaining costs were administrative in nature.  The checkbook balance as of No-
vember 30 was $7,449.35.   
 
Memberships are holding steady at 173, but we hope you will keep current, as memberships are our only source of  
income right now.   

mailto:mikevconroy@gmail.com
mailto:happypasture9@gmail.com
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Got Something to sell?  

Advertise in BlugrassinΗ 
 

 
Full Page ï $25.00,  
1/2 Page ï $15.00,  
1/4 Page ï $10.00  
Classified ï $5.00 

 
Contact:   

Kate McMahon 
kate@appcom.net 
406-863-9255 

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail 
 

If you would like to get your newsletter deliv-
ered electronically via e-mail send a message 

to: 
 

happypasture9@gmail.com 
 

Electronic version has color photos &  
hyperlinks to websites. 

 
(P.S.ðIt will help keep down printing  
and mailing costs for the Association.) 

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 
Membership Application 

 
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________ 
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________ 
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________ 
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___  Family ($15.00) ___ 

 
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically?     ______YES    _____NO 

 
Renewal _____   New Member _____ 

 
Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT  59806 
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aŜƳƻǊȅ [ŀƴŜτ 
IŀǊŘǝƳŜǎ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ  

 
aȅ CƛǊǎǘ IŀǊŘǝƳŜǎ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ - нлмн 

.ȅ !ƴƴŜ aŜǊǊƛŬŜƭŘ 
 

bŜǿƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ hƘƛƻΣ 
L ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŀǊŘπ
ǝƳŜǎ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƛƴ нлмнΦ  L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘπ
ŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŘƻƭƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊƘƻƳŜΣ ǎƻ L ƳŀŘŜ Řŀȅ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ƻƴŜΗ  LΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŘƛũŜǊπ
Ŝƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ L ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎ Ǝƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ - 
ǾŜǊȅ ƘƻƳŜȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ мΣллл 
ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƳǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴπ
ƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŦŜŜ ǿŀǎ Ϸмл όƘƻƭȅ ¢ƻƭŜπ
ŘƻΗύ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ōƭǳŜƎǊŀǎǎ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴπ
ŜǊǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ōŜǧŜǊΦ  .ƭǳŜƎǊŀǎǎ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
ŀōƻǳǘ мфтмΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ ōƭǳŜƎǊŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ƪŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦ 
 

L ƘŀŘ ƳŜǘ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊƛ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜǎπ

ǝǾŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ 

ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΦ  LΩƳ ǎƻ 

ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛǧŜǊǊƻƻǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

¢ƘŜƛǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇπ

ǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƛƴ нлмнΦ  aŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜǎ ŀǘ IŀǊŘǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  

ŦǳǘǳǊŜΗ  


