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The Montana Rockies
Bluegrass Association is a
non-profit association
dedicated to promoting,
preserving, and sharing
our love of bluegrass
music in a spirit of family
and friendship.

Upcoming Bluegrass Events
Jan. 13— MRBA Winter Jam Series— Missoula—Ruby’s Inn - Pickin’ and grinnin’
starts at 2:00 pm. Potluck at 6:00 pm followed by more pickin’ and grinnin’
Jan. 25—Acousticals, Bitterroot Brewing, Hamilton, 6:00 pm
Jan. 26—Lil Smokies, The Wilma, Missoula, 8:00 pm
Jan. 27—Acousticals, Stevensville Playhouse, 7:30 pm
Feb. 3 - Hootenanny, Stevensville Playhouse, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm (see pg. 7)

Inside this issue:

Feb. 8-11 - Big Sky Grass Festival, Big Sky, MT https://bigskyresort.com
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Feb. 10 — MRBA Winter Jam Series— Missoula—Ruby’s Inn - Pickin’ and grinnin’
starts at 2:00 pm. Potluck at 6:00 pm followed by more pickin’ and grinnin’
Feb. 22-25 - Wintergrass, Bellevue, WA, http://www.wintergrass.com/

Save the Date:
• March 3—Infamous Stringdusters, Wilma, Missoula, 8:00 pm
•

March 10 - MRBA Winter Jam Series, Missoula—Ruby’s Inn

•

April 14—MRBA Spring Festival, Lone Rock School, Stevensville

Note:
1. Dates and times are subject to change. Please check with venue prior to event.
2. If you play in a band (or know of a local bluegrass band) please e-mail the band’s
web page or Facebook page link to the editor so we can check it for events to list
in the bluegrass newsletter. Thanks. (kate@appcom.net)

Recurring Shows and Jams


Missoula—Open Jam, Top Hat, Tuesdays, 6:00 pm

•

Helena - Bluegrass Jam, Staggering Ox, Tuesdays, 6:00 pm

Please send information on open jams and shows to the newsletter editor.
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Message from the Prez
Mike Conroy
Well, here we are - January 2018. Thanks for electing me as your fearless leader again. It was (almost) a very
tight race for president. When I asked at the meeting if anyone else wanted to be president, Steve Chapman
raised his hand (but we found out he just wanted to know where the bathroom was).
We have some new exciting changes for this year. With the loss of our pioneer, Forrest Clark, the membership decided to move the annual MRBA campout on June 22-23-24 back up the West Fork of the Bitterroot
River to Hughes Creek (this is where we had the campout before moving to Forrest Flats). Hughes Creek is
an awesome location with everything to offer. It is free and has lots of trees, hiking, biking, 4 wheelin’,
campfires, swimming, and no noisy traffic. We also voted to have a POTLUCK dinner Saturday instead of the
free steak dinner. Not a problem to me, as our camping potlucks are legendary.
We elected all the same officers except for Ben Essary, who wanted to step down for a while, and we elected
new member Isaac Callender in Ben's place. Isaac and his wife Louise are awesome musicians from over by
Great Falls. We are tickled to have Isaac join the board.
I am now emailing bands to play at the upcoming MRBA
Festival on April 14th. If your group wants to fill a band
slot, call or email me at 821-3777
Tariconroy@webtv.net

We have scheduled a new Hootenanny for Feb 3rd at the
Stevensville Playhouse. We will have a sign-up sheet
there to play on stage. It would be cool to see a bunch of
new members sign up to play on stage. They could pick
friends to help them, or Tari and I would be glad to back
them up (not to say we're not friends - heehee).....
Mike

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
Website: www.mtbluegrass.com
email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com
President - Mike Conroy, mikevconroy@gmail.com or phone 406-821-3777
Vice President - Dallas Olson
Secretary/Treasurer - Anne Merrifield, happypasture9@gmail.com, 406-360-1877
Board Members - Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon, Isaac Callender, Verna Molenda
Merchandise Manager - Dallas Olson
Newsletter Editor - Kate McMahon, kate@appcom.net, 406-863-9255
MRBA Webmaster - Phyllis Erck mrba@mtbluegrass.com

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
Information printed in Bluegrassin’ is at the discretion of the editor.
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Got Something to sell?
Advertise in Blugrassin!
Full Page – $25.00,
1/2 Page – $15.00,
1/4 Page – $10.00
Classified – $5.00
Contact:
Kate McMahon
kate@appcom.net

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail
If you would like to get your newsletter delivered electronically via e-mail send a message
to:

happypasture9@gmail.com
Electronic version has color photos &
hyperlinks to websites.
(P.S.—It will help keep down printing
and mailing costs for the Association)

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___ Family ($15.00) ___
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically? ______YES _____NO
Renewal _____
New Member _____
Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
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MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
December 9, 2017, 3:00 p.m., Ruby’s Inn, Missoula, MT
Board Members Present: Mike Conroy, Dallas Olson, Anne Merrifield
Officers Present: Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon, Ben Essary
Officers Absent: Susan McCauley, Verna Molenda
The meeting was called to order by President Mike Conroy. The following items were discussed:
1.
Update on the Association (Mike). Mike provided the 2018 Ruby’s jam dates (January 13, February 10,
March 10) and the date of the 2018 Lone Rock Festival (April 14). He reminded members of MRBA’s Facebook
page and website. The Sula Hootenanny in November was a success and made a small profit. MRBA’s 2018 campout will be June 22-24. Mike thanked Kate McMahon for her ongoing job with the MRBA newsletter.
2.
Financial Report (Anne). Anne read the 2016 Minutes, which were approved. She presented the 2017 financial report (through November 20, 2017), which is in the MRBA files for reference. Income was $7,440.05, expenses
$7,824.97, for a negative difference of $384.92. She explained that part of this negative amount was due to the fact
that MRBA paid Ruby’s in advance for the 2017-18 jams (so costs for two years appear on the 2017 report), plus we
ordered more merchandise than usual. The Association would have been in the black if not for those factors. The
checkbook balance is $6,201.06. The cost of the Forrest Flats event was $629.70, and MRBA made a profit of
$2,561.35 from Lone Rock, as well as a $19 profit from the Sula Hootenanny.
Memberships have fallen to 174 (from 188 last year), and members were encouraged to recruit others to join.
Re the newsletters, we mail hard copies to 75 people, and we e-mail 99 copies. Kate reminded members that the
“traveling newsletter” articles are still popular and encouraged people to take them to festivals outside of our area, get
a picture with the newsletter with other bluegrassers from that area, and send it in for the newsletter with a short caption.
3.
Merchandise (Dallas). Dallas reported that a large order of new merchandise had been ordered in 2017, and
she may need to order a bit more before Lone Rock. She encouraged members to assist with the merchandise table at
Lone Rock.
4.
Old Business (Mike). Annual Picnic/Forrest Flats event. A discussion ensued regarding this event. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to move the event to Hughes Creek, and rather than it being a steak cookout, it
will now be a pot luck.
5.
New Business (Mike). In Susan McMcCauley’s absence, Mike reported she has a possible interest in staging a bluegrass musical at the Stevensville Playhouse. She is getting a script and will get back to us if it is something
she wants to pursue. If so, she hopes there might be some interest in MRBA members’ participation, as the cast
members would be musicians.
There will be a Hootenanny at the Stevensville Playhouse on February 3 from 1:00 to 5:00. Members are
encouraged to attend.
Isaac Callender indicated he was a member of the Montana Old-Time Fiddlers District and had placed an ad
in its fundraising publication about MRBA. The money raised would be used for free group workshops around the

state. Isaac will pass along information regarding these events to Kate for the MRBA newsletter, and Kate
moved that MRBA place an ad in Isaac’s publication. The motion was seconded and passed.
Mike read a letter from Linda Ford, executor of Forrest Clark’s estate, regarding Forrest’s wishes re
his banjo and fiddle. According to the letter, the fiddle may be given to a person chosen by MRBA, but
Forrest stipulated that he wanted the banjo “to be kept by the Association in perpetuity and used as it sees
4
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fit.” After a discussion by several members and the Board, it was decided that, for a year or so, the banjo
would be taken to bluegrass events so it could be played by anyone who wishes. After that time, Tari Conroy will contact Linda Ford and the Clinton Community Center to see if it might be displayed there, possibly with a plaque, as Forrest was an active and loved member of that community. MRBA would still own the banjo and could borrow it as desired.
Kate volunteered to take the banjo for the month of January to play at nursing centers, where she will talk
about Forrest and his music.
6.
Election of Officers (Mike). A new member, Isaac Callender, expressed an interest in joining the Board. Ben
Essary indicated he would step down. In Verna’s absence, Tari advised that Verna would like to remain on the Board.
Accordingly, these changes were moved, seconded, and approved. Therefore, the current Board will be as follows:
President – Mike Conroy
Vice President - Dallas Olson
Secretary/Treasurer – Anne Merrifield
Officers and others will be as follows:
Tari Conroy
Kate McMahon (Newsletter Editor)
Isaac Callender
Verna Molenda
Phyllis Erck (Webmaster)
7.
Business completed, the meeting was adjourned by Mike Conroy – proceed to have supper and commence
jamming.
Minutes compiled by Anne Merrifield, Secretary/Treasurer

A Gift from Forrest
As discussed at the annual meeting in
December, Kate McMahon borrowed the banjo
that Forrest Clark bequeathed to MRBA and
performed Christmas songs at two senior living
facilities in Whitefish. The residents enjoyed
hearing the story about Forrest and how he
made the banjo. They also loved singing along
with the banjo and agreed that sharing
bluegrass music with others was a great way to
remember our friend Forrest.

http://thefiddleschool.com
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MRBA Trivia
(Answers on next page)
Following the annual meeting, I (Kate McMahon) had a suggestion to do a Montana Rockies Bluegrass
Association (MRBA) trivia section in the newsletter. I mentioned the idea at breakfast the next morning, and
everyone agreed it would be a fun addition to the newsletter. As long-time members of MRBA, Mike and
Tari Conroy agreed to come up with a few questions. See how many you can answer.
1. Who was the MRBA member who carried a maple syrup bottle in his pocket?
2, Who was the MRBA member who said "We don't have many Gibson guitars around here - we spray for
them"?
3. Who is the founding member of the MRBA?
4. Where was the first MRBA jam held?
5. Where was the first MRBA spring festival held?
6. Who was the MRBA member who told James King he needed a discount on James' CD or he would just
get it free out of the borrow pit on the highway?

7. Where was this hootenany?

8. Where was this "high mountain" MRBA jam?
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MRBA Trivia Answers
1. Forrest Clark
5. Victor

2. Dale Kerns
6. Bob Stewart

3. Raynae Redman
7. Sula
7

4. Pizza Hut in Missoula in 1999
8. Lost Trail Ski Area
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MRBA Christmas Party Photos

Another Exciting Annual Member Meeting

Charlene on Bass

Paula and Ken

Hallway Jam

Is that Chet Rudyard playing with Greg?
I think this guitar strap is too short
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Oh boy! I get to sit between two banjo players.

Mark and John
There is a whole lot of jammin’ going on.

Louise and Isaac
Jeff and his Mando
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Melodic Banjo
By Tony Trischka
(Reviewed by Kate McMahon)

At the MRBA Christmas party this year, we had a donation of a bunch of classic music books. There was everything
from a Bill Monroe Song Book to fiddle books to banjo books. I was lucky enough to leave with some of the banjo
books, including the classic Melodic Banjo by Ton Trischka. I met Tony at banjo camp a few years ago, and it was
inspiring to sit in on his workshops and hear about the many bluegrass legends he has worked with over the years.
Even though the banjo book was published 40 years ago, there is so much
good material in it that I thought it would be fun to revisit some of the
nuggets of information that are just as relevant today as they were when
first printed.
As the book notes, the Scruggs style gave us drive, syncopation, and the
three-finger right hand roll, whereas the melodic banjo is a way to play
scales, flowing melody lines, and to pick fiddle tunes note-for-note. The
melodic banjo style was developed by Bobby Thompson and Bill Keith in
the late 1950’s and 1960’s. Bill Keith played with Bill Monroe and the
Bluegrass Boys for nine months in 1963 where he introduced the melodic
sound to larger audiences. One of the gems in the book is an interview
with Bill Keith. Below are some quotes about the melodic style of
playing the banjo.
On taking piano lessons as a child, “I didn’t like them except for the last
year. During that time I learned a lot about chord theory and chord construction, scale things which were sort of
the basis of the operation.”
On first playing “Devil’s Dream” in the melodic style, “A neighbor’s wife plays the fiddle, and I used to go down
there Wednesday nights and play banjo to her fiddle and it just occurred to me that is should be possible. So I
worked out the “Devil’s Dream.”
On the influence of Earl Scruggs, “I thought he was a pretty good model. I thought Scruggs played with the kind
of taste that was really good, and a lot of techniques which weren’t played to show off the technique per se. I
mean, “Dixie Breakdown” may seem hard, but obviously it’s very easy compared to some contortions Scruggs
had to do with his right hand.”
On playing with Bill Monroe, “He never would spell things out. But when he was pleased with the way things
sounded you could tell. And so obviously you’re trying to play something that turns him on, and you just try different things and you seem to notice what works; a lot of time what works is just real straight, hard-driving …
which doesn’t mean uncomplicated. But it doesn’t mean loaded with flowery fills and phrases. He’s very much
into a lot of rhythmic things which is a great right hand challenge anyway.”
Overall, the book is a combination of bluegrass history, banjo instruction, and tablature for a host of tunes. It is a good
read, so don’t pass up a chance to add this classic to your collection.
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4825 N. Reserve Street
Missoula, MT 59808
406-721-0990
800-221-2057

During your next stay in Missoula
or
When planning your next event

THE MOST BLUEGRASS FRIENDLY
HOTEL IN MONTANA
Free hot breakfast buffet daily 6 – 10am
Free soup/dessert 5:30 – 8:30pm
Free airport shuttle
Close to major shopping district
Quiet picnic area on Grant Creek
Outdoor pool/hot tub
Guest laundry
Full-service catering
6 meeting rooms
Free local calls
Located off I-90 exit 96, 1/4 mile on right

ATTENTION:
We have set up the address label on your newsletter
to be your membership card. Please clip it out and
use it for proof of your membership to the MRBA.

MRBA membership good through:

PO Box 1306
Missoula, MT 59806

