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The Montana Rockies
Bluegrass Association is a
non-profit association
dedicated to promoting,
preserving and sharing our
love of bluegrass music in
a spirit of family and
friendship.

Upcoming Bluegrass Events
Sept. 8-10— Gibbonsville Campout, Gibbonsville, ID (see pg. 6 for details)
Sept. 9 - Hazel Hue, Story Mansion, Bozeman, MT, 7:00 pm
Sept. 15—17, Miles City Bluegrass Festival, Miles City, MT
http://bluegrassfestivalguide.com/miles-city.html
Sept. 22-24— Trumble Creek Campout, Columbia Falls, MT (see pg. 7 for details)
Sept. 28—Campfire Caravan, The Wilma, Missoula, MT, 8:00 pm (with Lil Smokies)

Inside this issue:

Sept. 28– Lochwood Bluegass, Highlander Brewery, Missoula, MT, 6:00 pm
Page
Forrest Clark
Hardtimes Photos
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Oct. 21— The Acousticals, Phillipsburg Brewing Co., Philipsburg, MT, 5:00 pm
Oct. 27— Lochwood Bluegass, Highlander Brewery, Missoula, MT, 6:00 pm
Oct. 31— Kitchen Dwellers, Top Hat, Missoula, MT, 9:00 pm

Gibbonsville Campout
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Note:

Trumble Creek Campout

7

1. Dates and times are subject to change. Please check with venue prior to event.

Shady Grove
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Bluegrass & Jazz
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2. If you play in a band, (or know of a local bluegrass band) please e-mail the band’s
web page or Facebook page link to the editor so we can check it for events to list in
the bluegrass newsletter. Thanks. (kate@appcom.net)

Bluegrass Fun Page
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Recurring Shows and Jams


Missoula—Open Jam, Top Hat, Tuesdays, 6:00 pm

•

Helena - Bluegrass Jam, Staggering Ox, Tuesdays, 6:00 pm

Please send information on open jams and shows to the newsletter editor.
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In Memoriam—Forrest Clark
The Montana bluegrass community was saddened at the news that Forrest Clark
passed away on Saturday, August 26. As Mike Conroy noted in his Facebook post,
Forrest was everyone’s buddy. We all have our special memories of Forrest—
especially the good times at the Forrest Flats annual campout.

We’ll miss you, Forrest.

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
Website: www.mtbluegrass.com
email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com
President - Mike Conroy, mikevconroy@gmail.com or phone 406-821-3777
Vice President - Dallas Olson
Secretary/Treasurer - Anne Merrifield, happypasture9@gmail.com, 406-360-1877
Board Members - Tari Conroy, Kate McMahon, Ben Essary, Verna Molenda
Merchandise Manager - Dallas Olson
Newsletter Editor - Kate McMahon, kate@appcom.net, 406-863-9255
MRBA Webmaster - Phyllis Erck mrba@mtbluegrass.com

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
Information printed in Bluegrassin’ is at the discretion of the editor.
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Got Something to sell?
Advertise in Blugrassin!
Full Page – $25.00,
1/2 Page – $15.00,
1/4 Page – $10.00
Classified – $5.00
Contact:
Anne Merrifield
happypasture9@gmail.com

Get MRBA Newsletter by E-Mail
If you would like to get your newsletter delivered
electronically via e-mail, send a message to:
happypasture9@gmail.com
Electronic version has color photos &
hyperlinks to websites.
(P.S.—It will help keep down printing
and mailing costs for the Association)

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application
Date_____________Last Name __________________First Name_______________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________City___________________
State__________Zip Code_______________Phone #_________________________________
E-mail___________________________________Individual ($10.00) ___ Family ($15.00) ___
Do you want the newsletter delivered electronically? ______YES _____NO
New Member _____
Renewal _____
Please mail your application to: MRBA, PO Box 1306, Missoula, MT 59806
3

Volume 19 Issue 5

Bluegrassin’

Sept.—Oct., 2017

HARDTIMES PHOTOS

Getting ready for the 9th Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival.
Tari and Mike with landowners Janice Heiland and
Mary Thomas. Bring on the FUN.

Pinegrass

Model T

Wow! Look at that crowd.

Charlene with Leo
Kids in Bluegrass getting ready to go on stage
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HARDTIMES PHOTOS

Fred Frank and Friends

Layne Cope won the new Martin guitar

Donna Smith won the Hardtimes Quilt

Jeanne Johnston (seated right) won the Hardtimes Bench

Women in Bluegrass

Grand Finale
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Gibbonsville Campout
Sept 8, 9, 10
The 23rd (holy cow!) annual bluegrass gathering at the Broken Arrow in Gibbonsville, Idaho, is just
around the corner! The dates are September 8, 9, and 10.
All campers need to check in with Del Scott when they arrive, and he will get folks set up in a camping spot. Tent fee is $5.00 per person; extra fee for large RVs is $15. Water at the site is limited, so
fill your tanks before coming. Please keep your dogs on a leash.

The restaurant will be open Saturday morning for a special bluegrasser breakfast, and of course will
be open on Friday & Saturday nights, serving that delicious Mexican food that we all love.
And....don't forget about the ICE CREAM SOCIAL on Saturday afternoon at 1pm. Y'all bring something to put on the ice cream (syrup, fruit, toppings, whatever) and we'll have another smashing
round of ice cream treats!
There is a potluck on Saturday night, and a Sunday morning potluck breakfast, followed by a gospel
set until noon.
Can't wait, be safe on the drive, change your strings, hone your pick, pack the truck, and we'll see
you at the Broken Arrow the weekend after Labor Day!
For more info: call Broken Arrow @208-865-2241

On the Road With MRBA
This is not really the way you want to spend your summer. But, if
you have to be in the hospital with broken ribs, at least you should
have a copy of the MRBA newsletter to keep up-to-date on
Montana bluegrass news. Fortunately, Mary-Jane is home and is
on the mend. She is getting ready to host her annual campout in
September at Trumble Creek. Hope to see you there!
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17 Annual
TRUMBLE CREEK
BLUEGRASS CAMPOUT
th

September 22 – 24
4260 Trumble Creek Road
Columbia Falls, Montana
Directions:
From Highway 2: Go west on Highway 40 at the Blue Moon intersection.
From Highway 93: Go east on Highway 40 a bit over 3 miles.
From Highway 40, go south on Trumble Creek Road. Go about ½ mile.

Saturday Night Potluck 6 p.m.
And
Sunday Morning
Biscuits & Gravy Potluck 10 a.m.
For more information, contact Mary-Jane (406) 892-3197

ALL BLUEGRASS LOVERS WELCOME!!
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Shady Grove
Kate McMahon

Shady Grove is an 18th century folk song popular in the United States. It is a standard in the repertoires of
folk, Celtic, and bluegrass musicians. In most traditional versions, the melody is in a minor key. However,
Bill Monroe's and some subsequent bluegrass versions use a major-key variation. Many verses exist,
most of them describing the speaker's love for a woman called Shady Grove. Some say there have been
over 300 stanzas written and added as variations. (http://kodalysongweb.net/node/111 )
The song has been recorded by numerous artists. Some of the more popular versions include Bill Monroe,
Doc Watson, Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder, Jerry Garcia & David Grisman, and Patty Loveless.
Shady Grove
Shady Grove my little love
Shady Grove my darlin
Shady Grove my little love
I'm a goin' back to Harlan
Went to see my Shady Grove
She's a standin in the door
Her shoes and stockins in her hand
And her little bare feet on the floor
Refrain
Lips as red as the bloomin rose
And eyes o' the prettiest brown
She's the darling of my heart
Prettiest little thing in town
Refrain
I wish I had a big fine horse
And corn to feed him on
And Shady Grove to stay at home
And feed him when I'm gone
Refrain
When I was a little boy
I wanted a Barlowe knife
And now I want little Shady Grove
To say she'll be my wife
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Bluegrass & Jazz
By Kate McMahon

Occasionally, an article about bluegrass music will make reference to similarities with jazz music. To bluegrass aficionados, the comparison to a style of music that uses horns, keyboards, and percussion may seem a
bit of a stretch. There is, however, more in common between the two genres that you may initially think. In
the book Bluegrass History, author Neil Rosenberg makes the bluegrass/jazz comparison a number of times.
Below is a summary of some of his observations, as well as other information I found on the Internet.
1. Both jazz and bluegrass are uniquely American styles of music. Both
forms of music are classified as “roots music.”
2. Instrumental pieces feature alternating solos. Typically, the other instruments playing a song get softer and play backup in order to
allow one instrument to take the lead as a solo.
3. It is common for musicians from bluegrass and jazz to get together for
jams and improvise as they play.
4. Both jazz and bluegrass are performed at days’ long “festivals” that are organized around that style of
Music, with multiple stages and workshops.

5. Like jazz, the best bluegrass musicians are masters and are adept at playing
intricate combos. “The emphasis on individual virtuosic self-expression
led some to call bluegrass the jazz of country music.” (Rosenburg)
6. Each style is based upon a few dozen songs that, as long as a musician has
mastered them, will enable said musician to play many other songs from
that style.
7. Both jazz and bluegrass gained popularity as part of a counter-culture
movement. As noted by Roseburg, “Jazz was the raucous, upstart musical
form of the time, railed against throughout the twenties by music critics
and other guardians of art and culture as noise.” Bluegrass also had its detractors. It was originally considered hillbilly music, but by the 1960’s it
was embraced by the anti-establishment folk music crowd.
8. Many consider both jazz and bluegrass as more “authentic” forms of music that have resisted the commercialization that has occurred with popular country western or rock and roll music.
9. Early jazz bands often used the banjo. “When you listen to a number of early Jazz recordings of the late
1910s and the early-to-mid 1920s, you don’t hear a rhythm guitar; rather, you hear a banjo. The banjo, often
in counterpoint with a tuba’s bass lines, provided a high amount of volume in bands, and could be picked up
by early recording technology. As the music moved from small ensembles to big bands, however, the banjo
began to disappear in favor of the acoustic archtop guitar.
(https://academy.jazz.org/the-banjo-in-jazz/)
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Banjo Joke
Q: How is playing the banjo a lot like
throwing a javelin blindfolded?
A: You don't have to be very good to
get people's attention.

www.ellienunomusic.com/

http://thefiddleschool.com/
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4825 N. Reserve Street
Missoula, MT 59808
406-721-0990
800-221-2057

During your next stay in Missoula
or
When planning your next event

THE MOST BLUEGRASS FRIENDLY
HOTEL IN MONTANA
Free hot breakfast buffet daily 6 – 10am
Free soup/dessert 5:30 – 8:30pm
Free airport shuttle
Close to major shopping district
Quiet picnic area on Grant Creek
Outdoor pool/hot tub
Guest laundry
Full-service catering
6 meeting rooms
Free local calls
Located off I-90 exit 96, 1/4 mile on right

ATTENTION:
We have set up the address label on your newsletter
to be your membership card, please clip it out and
use it for proof of your membership to the MRBA.

MRBA membership good through:

PO Box 1306
Missoula, MT 59806

