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The Montana Rockies
Bluegrass Association
is a non-profit associa-
tion dedicated to pro-
moting preserving and
sharing our love of
bluegrass music in a
spirit of family and
friendship.
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Highlights from theWest Fok Campout

Conroy's 11th annual
Memorial Weekend Bluegrass
Campout, was another great suc-
cess!

Ben Essary makes
his debut on bass.
Michael Baines on
Dobro said he was
there under the
“wit-less protection
program.” Sorry
for blowing your
cover Michael!

We had pretty good
weather at times, lots of pickin’
and grinnin’ and of course the
food was excellent.

Mike & Tari

The Bluegrass Con-
struction Crew suc-
cessfully erects a wall
tent to keep pickers
and grinners warm
and dry

Jeff Forbes and his son Sam
Forbes from Idaho Falls fiddle
around

Recurring Shows and Jams

¢ MISSOULA- Tuesdays, Top Hat (134 W. Front St) - Bluegrass jam. 7pm.

¢ MISSOULA- Tuesdays, Top Hat — Pinegrass plays around 10pm.

¢ GREAT FALLS — Ist and 3rd Thursdays, Bert & Ernie’s (300 1st Ave South) 7pm. Call 453-
8003 for info.

¢ MISSOULA — Tuesdays, Wheat Montana — Moozoola Opry 6PM till 8PM the Cuzin Ray
band plays. Admission is free we just ask that you buy a sandwich or soup from the fine folks
at Wheat Montana as you sit back and enjoy an evening of music.

¢ HAMILTON - Saturdays, Charlo Heights Clubhouse — Bluegrass jam (closed for summer,
but will return the first Saturday of October!)

¢ KALISPELL — Red Lion Hotel, Kalispell Center Mall , every Friday 7 -10pm, contact Vicki
Bodfish, 257-3935

¢ NORRIS HOT SPRINGS - Sunday evenings, 7-10pm, Thermalgrass, a bluegrass band includ-
ing Tom Murphy, Quentin King and Ian Fleming( MRBA member)
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President’s Notes

What a time we had in Garrison, seems
like we had folks from all over the U.S. of A
there listening to the bluegrass music. We had
excellent weather, fantastic scenery, pickin' 'till
the wee hours, and yummy food. My idea of a
good time.

We will be having a M.R.B.A. spon-
sored campout at a place you may know as
"Forest Flats", during the weekend of Aug
3rd, 4th, & 5th. This is located off the Turah
Exit along the Frontage Road. We will make
sure the place is well marked, and do our best

to get everyone there. All M.R.B.A. members
are invited, we will supply some sort of

meats & eats for Saturday Nite, and prizes will
be given away. As soon as we have all the de-
tails, we will post them, directions & all, on the
website.

I need to thank Forest Clark for his ef-
fort in helping this happen, along with Debbie
Kerns & Phyllis Erck for working thru the
computer problems we've been having.

I am looking forward to seeing you all there.
keep on pickin'.

Curtis

Bitterroot Valley Bluegrass Festival

July 13,14,15, 2007
Cedar Hill
Buckhorn Mountain Boys, Cuzin Ray Bluegrass Band
New South Fork, Pinegrass
Prairie Flyer, Broken Valley Roadshow
At the Hamilton Fairgrounds!!!

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association

PO Box 1220, Hamilton, MT 59840
(406) 363-4055

Website: www.mtbluegrass.com
President — Curtis Rathburn
curtis.rathburn@erckhotels.com

email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com

Vice President — Mike Conroy (406) 821-3777

tariconroy@webtv.net

Secretary/Treasurer — Debbie Kerns, (406) 363-4055 cugina@in-tch.com.
Board Members —Phyllis Erck, Ben Essary, Brian Herbel, Caroline Keys
Newsletter Editor — Caroline Keys, jymchaak@yahoo.com

Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association
Information printed in Blu€Qrassin’ is at the discretion of the MONtana Rockies Bluegrass
Association

Got Something to sell? Advertise in Bluegrassin!

Full Page — $25.00, 1/2 Page — $15.00, 1/4 Page — $10.00 Classified — $5.00




Volume 9, Issue 4

First Annual Hi-Line Rendezvous
byTim Whitney

The first annual Hi-Line Rendezvous was held
at Zurich Park May 4, 5, and 6. The weather was beauti-
ful, the turnout was great, and a good time was had by
one and all. There were approximately 25 to 30 pickers
that came and throughout the course of the weekend it
was estimated that there were 75 to 100 people who
came to listen, dance, and so-
cialize. People came from He-
lena, Billings, and Glasgow as
well as throughout Northcen-
tral Montana.

Zurich Park is a per-
fect place to hold a weekend
campout. It is located 10
miles east of Chinook about a
mile north of US Highway 2. It
is situated along a creek in a
secluded coulee with plenty of
big Cottonwood Trees for shade. The park has many
places for campers, tents, etc to set up. It also has play-
ground equipment for the kids, horseshoe pits, and a
baseball field, etc. but what really makes it ideal is that
there is a large building that can be used if the weather is
bad. It is a really neat old stone building with a big fire-

Bluegrassin’

Good weather and great picking prevailed at
Zurich Park!

July-August 2007

very popular place. So, we picked outside during the
day and moved inside and built a fire in the fireplace
when the sun went down. The park has a full time care-
taker and is very well kept.

The music varied from Bluegrass to Old Time

Fiddle to Old Time Country, etc., so there was a little
something for everybody. We were fortunate to have
some of the talented people from Fort Belknap come and
play some of their music (Old time fiddle...some

French/Canadian tunes, Metis
3 tunes, etc.). There are some
very, very talented musicians
at Fort Belknap that many
people are not aware of. We
requested that people only
bring acoustic stringed instru-
ments....nope, there were no
W\, drums or accordions and
folks only had to put up with
three banjo players. © The
number of other pickers and
fiddlers is too large to list indi-
vidually, but needless to say some great tunes were
played by each and every one.
The weekend was a huge success, so we’ll be making

plans for a repeat.
Thanks go out to Steve Hughes and Sharon

place built back in the 1930’s by the WPA. Many family bPalVIIOVlil‘?k for coming up with the idea and getting the
reunions, wedding receptions, etc. are held there. It’s a all rolling.

Pasture Pickin’ in Libby
August 12-18 5502 Pipe Creek Rd
Bluegrass, Old Time, and Country music jams
are welcome (non-electrifid stringed instruments only please) . Dry camping and spring water available for no
charge. For more info contact Dale and Debbie Berg at 293-6608.

Membership Application

MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
PO Box 1220, Hamilton, MT 59840

Last Name First Name

Address City

State Zip Code Phone No.

E-mail Individual ($10.00) ___ Family ($15.00)
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IDAHO'S 4th ANNUAL
BANNOCK COUNTY

BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL o . ———
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BIG
BARN DANCE
SAT. NIGHT
SQUARE &
CONTRA
DANCING
"LIVE MUSIC"

RED DESERT
RAMBLERS

HAMMER DOWN

NEW SOUTH FORK “ lec RADIO STORMY MT. BOYS THE JESSE JONES BAND
ALL THREE DAYS ALL THREE DAYS
Before Aug. 1st $30.00 WALK-IN GATE (After Aug. Ist)
CAMPING Friday $10.00 6pm - 11pm $ 35.00 ca.
Hookups per night $10.00 Saturday $15.00 Jam - 11pm Children 14 & under free when
Dry camping or tents $5.00 Sunday §10.00° 10am to Gpe accompanied by an adult.
LOCATION ADVANC S CONTACT US
Bannock County Fairgrounds Send check or money order with self Website

10560 N. Fairgrounds Rd.
Pocatello, ID 83205

Ph. 208-237-1340
VENDORS

CRAFT & FOOD
CALL 360-436-1179

addressed envelope to www.bannockcountybluegrassfestival.com
Bannock County Bluegras
C/O Diana Morgan
PO Box 796s

Darrington, WA 98241

email
djmorgan@glacierview.net
Phone 360-436-1179
Cell 425-210-8277

July-August 2007
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Montana Bluegrass Band Makes Cross-Country Tour, Lives to tell the Tale

In the 11 days between May 28 and June 8
2007, Broken Valley Roadshow kicked off the summer
bluegrass season by putting 12 states, 9 shows, and over
5,000 miles under our belt.

The first stop on our trip was a Memorial Day
all girl set at the Jackson Hole Hootenanny (we would
pick up the boys at Nashville Int’l Airport 3 days later).
“The Ladies of Broken Valley Roadshow” were the fea-
tured act at the Hoot and we felt incredibly welcomed by
the community there—the newspaper ran a very nice
article about Angie(Dobro), Grace(fiddle), and I (guitar)
and a large, responsive crowd showed up. The Hoot
audience was so supportive that Angie took her first ph-
lic Dobro solo at that show! That night Pete Sibley
joined us on “Squirrel Hunters,” playing clawhammer
banjo and his wife, Anne, joined us on stage to help sing
“Used to Be.” Several folks told us not to bother pick-
ing up the boys in Nashville, that we should take our
show on the road as an all-girl rig...but we couldn’t do it
without our bass, banjo, and mando men!!!

The next few days were a blur of interstate driv-
ing, interesting podcasts, and SCARY rainstorms. At

Martha Scanlan invited us onstage during her set at the
Blue Plum Festival in Johnson City, Tennessee

one point, while caught in a severe thunderstorm in Kan-
sas City, Grace said “this must be what it feels like for a
person from Florida to be caught in a blizzard. I just
don’t know how to drive in weather like this!”

After our first night squeezing 7 people into one
motel room, we headed to Johnson City, TN where we
played at the wonderful Blue Plum Festival. Also on the
bill that night were The Earl Brothers, Martha Scanlan,
Casey Driessen, and Darrell Scott. We were so honored
to be included in such a lineup! When we saw signs for
“BobbyHicks Hi ghway,” we started to get pretty new-
ous about whether our Montana version of bluegrass
would be OK with the natives. But once I caught sight

of my parents (who had come from Georgia to see my
band for the first time) checked in with Ellen Buchanan
(who brought us to TN), and finally got on stage, those
jitters disappeared. After playing our set, visiting with
my parents, and having breakfast at Martha’s house the
next morning, all of us BVR folks set out on the road to
Chattanooga feeling like we had been very warmly wel-
comed into the land where our music originated.

While Chattanooga and the next few shows on
our trip weren’t packed (we have a lot to learn about
phlici ty!), we certainly made lots of friends and got to
visit with some of our musical heroes. Betse Ellis from
the Wilders hooked us up with 2 great shows in Kansas
City and we got to visit with Nate G(Wilders bass man)
there. Our next stop was Bradford Lee Folk(Open
Road)’s bar in LaPorte, Colorado where he and Erin
Youngberg (Hit&Run, Uncle Earl) joined us on stage for
a couple of songs. After that show, when we got caught
in a blizzard in Wyoming at 2am, Matt Cornette (BVR
banjo) boosted everyone’s morale by silently handing us
each a strawberry and a slice of gourmet chocolate. We
might not have made it to the next town if not for him!
We played to a small but appreciative audience in Boise,
and then let a sigh of relief when we arrived at our final
destination, the Sacajawea Bluegrass Festival in Pasco,
Washington and found our friends the Pandhandle Pole-
cats from Idaho camped out right next to us. We sat
qite still after driving 8-12 hours a day. Maybe we re-
laxed a little too much—SOMEone from our band
locked all of our instruments, clothes, and KEYS in the
van 20 minutes b fore our first set at Sacajawea! As if
The Father of Bluegrass Himself was looking down on
us from heaven, a company called “Monroe Locksmith”
arrived and let us into our van just in time for us to get
our instruments and play our set. Thanks Mr. Monroe!

-Caroline Keys

Giving Nate Biehl some “Roadshow Rage” at
Sacajawea Festival in Pasco, Washington
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The water is blue.
The grass is too.

August 10-12, 2007 Medical Lake, WA

(15 minutes West of Spokane)

The Seldom Scene

Infamous Stringdusters
Flat Mountain Girls
Prairie Flyerxr
Broken Valley Roadshow
Anne & Pete Sibley
The Panhandle Polecats
Steptoe * Wide River

Wild Oats * Don't FretlIt
XKettle Creek

$25 weekend pass! $10 camping pass!

www.bluewatersbluegrass.oxrg
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INSTRUMENTS

311 Knowles St Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 327- 9925

www.gregboyd.com

Hours: Mon-Thu 10am -6pm / Fri til 5pm / Sat til 4pm

———— $3 sets Banjo STRINGS ! «—«««
——— $4 & $5 sets Mando & Guitar STRINGS ! «—««

Roy Noble Guitars / Bourgeois Guitars / Weber Mandolins
Collings Guitars / Collings Mandolins / National Resophonic
Vintage Martins / Vintage Gibsons / Beard Resophonic
Lebeda Resophonic / Prucha Banjos & Mandolins
Professional Mandolin & Banjo Parts

>>>3>3>33>3>3>333>3>3> >3 >> 5 > <KL L LKL LKL LKL LK L L L L LK LKL

Straps / Strings / Bridges / Tailpieces / Bluegrass Picks
Calton Cases / Capos / Wood Hardshell Cases / Gig Bags
Electronic Tuners / Metronomes / Books / Care Products

EASY ordering with SECURE ENCRYPTION

www.gregboyd.com

Free Shipping in Montana ( on orders $25 or over)




2, Inn
&
Convention
‘g Center
4825 N. Reserve Street
Missoula, MT 59808

406-721-0990
800-221-2057

During your next stay in Missoula
or
When planning your next event

THE MOST BLUEGRASS FRIENDLY
HOTEL IN MONTANA

Free hot breakfast buffet daily 6 — 10am
Free soup/dessert 5:30 — 8:30pm
Free airport shuttle
Close to major shopping district
Quiet picnic area on Grant Creek
Outdoor pool/hot tub
Guest laundry
Full-service catering
6 meeting rooms
Free local calls
Located off I-90 exit 96, 1/4 mile on right



MONTANA ROCKIES ELUEGRASS ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

FIRST MONTH FREE!

Lonesome Chair at Weiser

IAL-UP ACCESS

3400 LocaL U.S. DiaL-UprP
ACCESS NUMBERS
OCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Mark’s Handyman Services

Some jobs too big, none too small! EB-BASED EMAIL ACCESS
Fast courteous reliable O EMAIL ACCOUNTS PROVIDED
’ ’ ' JM PERSONAL WEB SPACE
E TECHNICAL PHONE SUPPORT
Mark Hagan home 375-9179
Hamilton, MT cell 546-5787
ATTENTION.. Infernef Services

We have set up the address label on your newsletter

to be your membership card, please clip it out and . U7 FESERVE Mi=soula, MT 89801
N y p ’p A p PHONE: 406.549.3337 Fax: 406.549.9337

use if fOI' pI'OOf Of your membershlp to the MRBA. WWW.CENTRIC.NET

- ————

:y3noiy) pood
dryszoquiowr VYN

o —————— — — ——

O% ———‘—————————

0+86S LIA ‘uoyjluey
‘0721 Xog Od

NOLL o




