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Bluegrass Calendar

May 6, 2006 — Pat Davis’ S0th Birthday Jam — In Great Falls at the Black Eagle
Community Center. 10am-wee hours of the morning. Happy Birthday Pat!

May 26-29 - Conroys’ Memorial Day Campout — Little West Fork Camp-
ground, 23 miles south of Darby. Details on page 3.

June 9-11 — Lewis and Clark Bluegrass Festival — Pasco, Washington. Featur-
ing Prairie Flyer, Lost in the Fog, Hakanson Family, Camaraderie, Badger Mountain Dry
Band, Zach Driscoll and 3/4 Time, and Top String

June 19-25 — Rodeo Pickin’ and Carnival — Newport, Washington

June 23 &24, 2006 — Last Chance Gulch Bluegrass Festival— Helena. Featur-
ing Hit&Run, John Lowell, Anne&Pete Sibley, and Broken Valley Roadshow.

June 26, 2006 — Pine Mountain Railroad — 6:00pm at Raynae Redman's property
on Big Flat Road in Missoula. Cost is a package deal that includes a BBQ steak dinner and
concert.

July 7,8, & 9, 2006 — Bitterroot Bluegrass Festival — Hamilton Fairgrounds.
Featuring Kane’s River, Hit & Run, Tennessee Gentlemen, Buncombe Turnpike, Leftover
Biscuits, and John Reischman & the Jaybirds

July 14 — Bluegrass on the Bay — Great Falls — Featuring Mike&Tari Conroy, Bro-
ken Valley Roadshow, and the Wilders

July 27,2006 — Lost Highway & 3rd Generation Bluegrass — 6:30 at Fort
Missoula on the lawn beside the museum. The cost will be $18 for general public and $15
for MRBA members.

August 11-13 — Bluewaters Bluegrass Festival — Medical Lake, Washington.
Featuring The Biscuit Burners, The Wilders, Jackstraw, Broken Valley Roadshow,
Anne&Pete Sibley, Big Red Barn, the Panhandle Polecats, and Bluegrass Conspiracy
August 25-27- Bannock County Bluegrass Festival — Pocotello, Idaho. Featur-
ing Cold Creek, Heaven Bound, New South Fork, Buckhorn Mountain Boys, Deadline Ridge,
Drew Williams & Ryan Tilby, and the Wild Coyotes

* & o o

Recurring Shows and Jams
MISSOULA- Tuesday s ,Top Hat(134 W. Front St) - Bluegrass jam. 7pm.
MISSOULA- Tuesdays, Top Hat — Pinegrass plays around 10pm.
KALISPELL — Saturdays, Pizza Hut — Bluegrass jam from 8-11pm. Contact Steve: 257-1597
GREAT FALLS — 1st and 3rd Thursdays, Bert & Ernie’s(300 1st Ave South) 7pm. Call 453-
8003 for info.
MISSOULA — Tuesdays, Wheat Montana — Moozoola Opry 6PM till 8PM the Cuzin Ray
band plays. Admission is free we just ask that you buy a sandwich or soup from the fine folks
at Wheat Montana as you sit back and enjoy an evening of music.
HAMILTON - Saturdays, Charlos Heights Clubhouse — Bluegrass jam.
CHINOOK- first and third Tuesdays, Past Time Bar -- Bluegrass, Old Time, and Old Country
jam at 7pm. Contact: Tim Whitney 357-3840.
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President’s Notes

I'm writing this while spending some
time visiting family in Henderson
County, Tennessee. I haven't been
back in the springtime where I grew
up for a long time. Guess I forgot
how wonderful this country is this
time of year. The dogwoods and
spring roses are in bloom. The trees
are all leafed out. We wake up to
mocking birds in the morning and go
to sleep with the whippoorwills. Al-
though we have to keep one eye out
for tornadoes already the hot and
humid weather has not yet arrived.

We had a great festival on April 8th.
Attendance was up significantly, we
enjoyed some good food and jam-

ming and the music was great. We
have lots of folks to thank. First are
the members who came out and sup-
ported the event.

We also want to thank all the volun-
teers who prepared and served food,
helped out at the admissions and
membership table, and sold mer-
chandise and CD's. We couldn't get
by without them. A special thanks
go out to Mike and Tari Conroy for
lining up the outstanding musical
talent and their work in recording
the event. Last, the board of the
MRBA want to thank the musicians
for the wonderful music and for do-
nating their time, effort and ex-
penses at this event. Without them
we would not have this day. We
raised $2710.00 to support the asso-
ciation for the upcoming year.

Don't forget that the MRBA festival
CD featuring all the groups who
played at the festival will be avail-
able at the end of May.

Bluegrass speaking, things are
cranking up. The Conroy's Memorial
Day campout is on schedule again
this year. See more information in
thenewsletter. The calendar contains
several upcoming events. Start
thinking of the Bitterroot Valley
Bluegrass Festival in July. Mark and
the crew have put together some out-
standing talent again this year.

Hope to see you soon.

Ben

Banjo Jokes

Listener: Can you read music?
Banjo Player: Not enough to hurt my playing.

How many banjo players does it take to screw in a lightbulb?
None, but hum a few bars and I'll fake it!!!

Montana Rockies Bluegrass Association

333 Pine Hollow Road, Stevensville, MT 59870

Website: www.mtbluegrass.com
President — Ben Essary (406) 777-7028

(406) 777-7028

bgessary@msn.com
Secretary/Treasurer — Pam Essary (406) 777-7028 pamessary@msn.com
Board Members —Phyllis Erck, Curtis Rathburn, Tari Conroy, Caroline Keys

email: mrba@mtbluegrass.com
Vice President — Mike Conroy (406) 821-3777
tariconroy@webtv.net

Newsletter Editor — Caroline Keys, jymchaak@yahoo.com
Bluegrassin’ is a bi-monthly publication of the MONtana Rockies Bluegrass Associa-

tion
Information printed in BlUu€Qrassin’ is at the discretion of the MONtana Rockies Bluegrass

Got Something to sell? Advertise in Bluegrassin!

Full Page — $25.00, 1/2 Page — $15.00, 1/4 Page — $10.00 Classified — $5.00
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Conroy Annual Campout is Right Around the Corner

Mike and Tari Conroy's annual memorial weekend campout is again
scheduled for May 26-29. There will be(as always) heated wall tents for
Jamming. It takes place again at the Little Westfork campground, a For-
est Service campground with no charge for camping. It is a beautiful
place with an outhouse and creek right next to it. There’s lots of room
for big rigs to park at the campground which is on the edge of the Selway
Wilderness. You’ll find great hiking, biking, and 4 wheeling there.

The campground is approximately 23 miles south of Darby, MT(50
miles south of Hamilton).

Directions: Head south out of Darby and take the Westfork Highway.
Go 14 miles up the West Fork Highway and turn right (just past 14 mile
marker) on the Nez Perce Rd. Go 4 miles and turn right at end of
Pavement. The campground is on the right. There will be potluck din-
ners at 6 pm on Saturday and Sunday. Monday morning the Conroys
will furnish and biscuits and gravy breakfast at 10 am. All bluegrass
lovers welcome!!!

For more info call mike or tari at 1-406-821-3777 or email
Tariconroy@webtv.net

Wedding Invitation

Brian Herbel and Caroline Keys are getting married on July 22 and would like to invite all their
MRBA friends to join in the celebration. The ceremony will take place at the Marshall Moun-
tain ski area with a pot-luck reception, a set of music by the bride and groom, an open condenser
mic, and plenty of space for jamming. There’s more information at www.briansaidyes.com and

more details will appear in the next MRBA newsletter. See you there! v

g "3@‘}%‘}%:%‘}%‘}%‘}%‘}%‘}%‘}%)%%

=r Membership Application

| MONTANA ROCKIES BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION

: 333 Pine Hollow Road, Stevensville, MT 59870

i Last Name First Name

| Address City

: State Zip Code Phone No.

E E-mail Individual ($10.00) ____ Family ($15.00)

|
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Featured CD

Fred and Emily —
The Montana Sessions

By Ben Essary

For those of you who may not know, the Fred and
Emily of this CD are the multi-talented Fred and Emily
Frank from Idaho Falls, Idaho. They both bring lots of
things to this CD. From Emily, it is her lovely voice and
inspired songwriting. From Fred, it is his accomplished
leads on three different instruments.

There’s lots of things to like about this CD. The selec-
tion of songs, the vocal quality, the solid rhythm, the
top notch instrumentals and the technical quality of the
CD are all to be noted.

The songs repertoire is broad. It consists of five origi-
nals by Emily, four instrumentals, three well-chosen
songs from the past and one gospel song. Taken to-
gether it is a thoroughly bluegrass CD.

Fred and Emily are assisted by a strong cast of musi-
cians. Tari Conroy brings her solid rthythm guitar play-
ing and harmony singing. Jeff Forbes is wonderful on
fiddle and adds a quality missing in a lot of bluegrass
albums of today. What can one say about Ivan Rosen-
berg? He adds much to any musical effort he is in-
volved with. His dobro sound is especially appropriate
given the soulful selection of some of the songs. Mike

The Songs:
1.Misery — Emily Frank
2.Just Someone I Used to Know — Jack Clement
3.Cherokee Shuffle — P.D.
4.Alone — Emily Frank
5.Wildflower Rose — Emily Frank
6.1 Love You a Thousand Ways — Lefty Frizzell, P.D.
7.Farewell to Long Hollow — P.D.
8.Forgotten Vow — Emily Frank
9.He’s Holding On to Me — Rob Block
10.0ver the Waterfall — P.D.
11.0ne Way to Nowhere — Emily Frank
12.Is It Too Late Now — Lester Flatt
13.Pike County Breakdown — Bill Monroe

Conroy brings his bass fiddle rhythm playing but per-
haps more importantly his skills in the technical quality
of the CD.

Emily is outstanding with her vocals and her songwrit-
ing shines. Themes of lost love, pain of past relation-
ships, personal growth, betrayal, and consequences of
love thread throughout her songs.

Fred is featured on mandolin, banjo and guitar. All are
thoroughly enjoyable. Fred is featured on mandolin,
banjo and guitar. All are thoroughly enjoyable. He also
shares the lead singing on a couple of the songs and
provides harmony on some more.

This album is thoroughly enjoyable - great

singing, great instrumentals, and great songs put to-
gether in a tight

musical package. The CD is available by contacting
Fred and Emily at fredfrank@cableone.net

The Players:
Fred Frank—Banjo, Mandolin, Lead Guitar, Vocals
Emily Frank—Rhythm Guitar, Vocals
Jeff Forbes—Fiddle
Ivan Rosenberg:—Dobro
Tari Conroy—Rhythm Guitar, Harmony Vocal
Mike Conroy—Bass Fiddle
Recorded at Conroy Digital Sound Studio, Connor,
Montana. Mike Conroy , engineer

Y

i - < il ,
':‘THE‘MONTANA SESSIONS

May-June 2006
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Interview with Rebecca Hoggan of
Hit and Run Bluegrass
By Caroline Keys

CK: What is your first memory of
bluegrass music?

RH: When I was eleven or twelve,
my parents took me and my brother
to a bluegrass concert in Richmond,
VA, where we grew up. It must have
been a local or regional band, be-
cause I can't even remember their
name, but we were enthralled by the
harmonies.

CK:Does anyone in your family
play?

RH: My mother and father sing, and
they are great singers. My dad was in
Glee Club in college! My mom
played piano when I was little, and
my great-grandmother was a church
musician.

CK: Are there any challenges or
obstacles you've come across as a
woman in bluegrass?

RH: No; in fact, I find that people
are nothing but supportive of women
in bluegrass! OK--sometimes, there
might be an attitude of "women can't
play bluegrass," but I don't really let
it bother me. There are too many in-
spiring women to look to as role
models, like Alison Krauss and Bryn
Davies.

CK: Are there any advantages to
being a woman in bluegrass?

RH: When I used to walk up to a
jam, people often skipped over me
for solos. I was a girl holding a gui-
tar, so they just assumed I wouldn't
take a solo. It's fun to take a solo and
break the stereotype. There are actu-
ally many, many prodigious women
instrumentalists in bluegrass. I can't
wait till the day that people assume a
woman is going to be ripping through
solos at a jam. Till then, I admit, it
helps to have something unique, in
that there aren't many women flat-
pickers. Another advantage is being

able to sing high. Bluegrass is fo-
cused on a "high, lonesome sound..."
However, if everyone sang high, it
would sound like a bunch of chip-
munks! Thank goodness bluegrass
isn't ALL women!

CK: Us Montanans are real proud
that Larry Gangi Jr. is in good
hands playing with Hit & Run.
How's Larry doing?

RH: I can't begin to tell you what a

ol

resounding response Larry has had in
Boulder. When he flew down to
audition in December, local pickers
were saying, "Hire Larry! We need a
great banjo player like that here in
Colorado!" Larry plays with such
phenomenal timing, and everyone
appreciates his playing. He practi-
cally sold out of his CD's the first
weekend he played with us. Larry has
a great work ethic, and we can de-
pend on him wholeheartedly. But he's
fun and witty, and keeps us laughing
in the van. We feel incredibly lucky
that he wants to play with US!

CK: How about your other new
band members, who are they?

RH: Our new Dobro player is David
Richey, from Tulsa, OK. He moved
out from Johnson City, TN, where he
was in the bluegrass program at East-
ern TN State University. He's a leftie
Dobro player, and has a wonderful
voice. Our guest bass player, and po-
tentially our permanent bass player,
is Steve Roy from New Hampshire.
He's well versed in jazz, bluegrass,

folk, and other styles, and actually
majored in music at UNH. He's also
a great singer. So now we have five
singers in the band--a first!

CK: What kind of new material
have they brought to the table?
RH: Well, Larry has some great
tunes he recorded on his solo outing,
"Fistful of Lonesome." David has
brought some great tunes that he
sings--wonderful classic country and
bluegrass songs. Steve actually sings
Chuck Berry's "Maybelline" in the
band, and the crowd goes nuts!
David is our third singer, so our
three-part harmonies have a different
ring to them--two guys and one girl,
instead of two girls and one guy. And
since Steve is a pro jazz player, he's
able to knock people over with his
fluid, impressive bass solos. We also
have the ability to mix up the singing
combinations, which is fun--for ex-
ample, sometimes the guys will do a
3-part harmony, and I'll just play gui-
tar. Or Larry will sing bass--he has a
wonderfully deep voice. Also, Larry
plays guitar in the band on some bal-
lads, and we LOVE his guitar play-
ing.

CK:What is the difference between
a "Colorado Bluegrasser" and a
"Montana Bluegrasser?"

RH:I've met so many insanely tal-
ented Montana bluegrassers--Julie
Elkins, John Lowell, Larry Gangi,
Mason Tuttle, Ivan Rosenberg, and
the list goes on. I've met Montana
transplants--Thomas Sneed, Martha
Scanlan, Jake Schepps. To be honest,
I notice a common thread among
Colorado and Montana bluegrassers.
They are spectacular, well rooted
musicians. Yet these folks enjoy liv-
ing in a beautiful, mountain setting,
so bluegrass is usually not the only
element in their life. They may enjoy
kayaking, hiking, skiing, or snow-
boarding as well. It’s a great combi-
nation, music and the outdoors. O
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Raynae’s Letter of Thanks

I was so touched by what you all
did for me presenting me with that
plaque, and I want to thank each
and every one of you for all that
you're doing now to keep my dream
alive and expanding it beyond be-
lief, to where we can bring this mu-
sic to more and more people, and
can help people who have a desire
to want to learn to play themselves
too.

You are my bluegrass family and I
love all of you and consider you my
good friends, friends that I know I
could turn to at any time if I needed
to and you would be there at my
side to help me or shore me up in a
crisis. That's what this music is all
about, and that's why people can
feel of our spirit when we play. It's
because of all of your efforts that
this association has taken off like it
has, ad will continue to grow so
that we can do even more for the
music we all love. I was deeply
touched yesterday when you all
came up on the stage and showed
me how much this association has
meant to all of you. That was my
goal when I started it, was to bring
us together so that we could have
fun times and become better friends
as a bluegrass family.

Mike, your idea to hold this festival
way back the first year was a total

Presenting
Raynae
Redman’s

inspiration and has done the most of loved to sing too, and now because

anything to promote the music in
our area. I hear from bands all
around our area as to how they look
forward to this every year and have
so much fun coming and playing it.
It's you and Tari who got it off the
ground that first year and kept it
going so well. It's getting bigger
and better each year. Ilove how it
gives a chance to our members to
perform, and to learn how to per-
form and gives some of the pickers
who wouldn't ordinarily get that
chance a spot to shine and have fun
with. It's a friendly, fun festival
where everyone can feel a part of
the association and a part of our
Montana Rockies Bluegrass Family.
That's what I love the best, just see-
ing people having so much fun and
feeling a part of us no matter what
their ability. Everyone knows they
can come and have fun playing at
the jams and coming to the camp-
outs, getting to feel like they belong
to our family. That is such a won-
derful thing for me to see.

I can think of many personal experi-
ences that have brought me so much
joy I can't even begin to start.

When I see Verna Molenda taking
the stage with Bill and singing and
performing, that has been a personal
highlight for me. For years Bill
sang and played and Verna was his
great support, but she has always

of this association she has been
made to feel more a part of things
and has started learning Dobro and
singing and performing with him. I
feel so much in my heart when I see
these kinds of things.

I think of Sue Downey and all the
hardships she's had to go through in
these past few years and and I see
how she has a family with her blue-
grass friends that she can turn to
and can get support from. We have
made a difference in her life and
when I see her eyes light up and her
enjoying playing and singing, it just
makes my heart swell with happi-
ness because our association has
had a direct impact on her. That's
what we're all about.

I want to say thank you for the kind
words and the beautiful plaque yes-
terday. It really meant a lot and I
was so taken aback that I couldn't
even gather my thoughts enough to
be able to say what I really wanted
to so now this morning I can write
to each of you and let you know
how much I appreciate your time
and effort to keep this association
going and not only going but mov-
ing forward in a good direction and
helping others to enjoy bluegrass,
and feel a part of our family.

-Raynae
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Festival Proves to be as Much
MRBA FESTIVAL FINANCIAL REPORT Fun as a Barrel of Monkeys...
o 2006 2005 |21d Financially Successful Too
INCOME ,
If you’ve never been to the annual
Admissions $ 1ps0m0 5 120600 3130300 | MRBA Old Time Bluegrass Festival, be
Mews Mamberships 5 19000 § 1ﬂ5..J|:| F 19000 | oyyre to place it hlgh on your list of pri_
Renewsl Memberships $ 10000 § 180,00 | § 230,00 .. . .
Merchandise s om0 § 400§ 73100 |orities for next spring. The 2006 Festi-
Food § 46313 5 82495 § 897.10 | val featured some familiar faces and
LLLLE 2 L SRt Ry CRR many talented pickers who were new to
the stage in the Stevensville School
EXPENSES multi-purpose room as well.
School Rental § 7500 § 5000 | § 50.00 . o
F;m:': e 5 /712 % 29518 % 26510 This year,s festival included some added
Recording Services § 000 § 20000 3 20000 | bonuses, including Kids in Bluegrass as
gﬁ:‘l"i:;“’“m' y mnm : ?g'gg : ';g';g the opening act for the festival. Blue-
o grass music couldn’t survive if it weren’t
TOTAL § 80212 § 55403 § B41.10 I passed down for the next generation to
PROEIT fall in love with. The youngsters who
Weome § 21803 § 287795 $3351 10 | performed proved that this passion that
<Expenses> § 60212 § 55495 § 64100 | we share for music will certainly be car-
TOTAL § 155381 § 232300 3271010 iod on!

Another new feature, that may or may not have been planned, was a closing jam at the end of
the night. Mike Conroy, Fred Frank, Raynae Redmond, and many others took the stage after
the final band’s set and had a huge jam, playing some favorites including “I’ll Fly Away” to
close the festival.

As far as the numbers go, our Association managed to raise the most funds we’ve ever pulled
in at this event. It is exciting to watch our numbers and the excitement grow as time goes by.
None of this happens without the hard work of our members and volunteers. Not that the
festival was all work and no play! So many folks traveled long distances to attend the festi-
val and there was as much joy in the air as there was music. Some pickers were able to jam
outside the school in the sunshine. Both pickers and grinners left with bellies full of great
food, including some of the best brownies Ravalli County has to offer.

Mike Conroy has mailed each band’s recorded set and waits patiently for the bands’ track
donation selections for the MRBA Festival CD which should be ready for purchase by the
end of May. These CDs are such treasures, keeping record of the incredible talent we have
tucked away in our Montana Rockies. They make great Mothers Day or Fathers Day gifts.
As for the Festival itself, the fellowship, food, performances, and great picking got most
everyone in attendance geared up for the summer picking and festival season that’s to come.

The only down-side of the festival is that we must wait a whole year before doing it again!
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LOOK FOR CDSs OF THIS
YEAR’S FESTIVAL AT FUTURE
MRBA FUNCTIONS AND AT
THE BITTERROOT VALLEY
BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL.

CAN’T WAIT FOR NEXT
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INSTRUMENTS

311 Knowles St Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 327- 9925

www.gregboyd.com

Hours: Mon-Thu 10am -6pm / Fri til 5pm / Sat til 4pm

———— $3 sets Banjo STRINGS ! «—«««
——— $4 & $5 sets Mando & Guitar STRINGS ! «—««

Roy Noble Guitars / Bourgeois Guitars / Weber Mandolins
Collings Guitars / Collings Mandolins / National Resophonic
Vintage Martins / Vintage Gibsons / Beard Resophonic
Lebeda Resophonic / Prucha Banjos & Mandolins
Professional Mandolin & Banjo Parts

>>>3>3>33>3>3>333>3>3> >3 >> 5 > <KL L LKL LKL LKL LK L L L L LK LKL

Straps / Strings / Bridges / Tailpieces / Bluegrass Picks
Calton Cases / Capos / Wood Hardshell Cases / Gig Bags
Electronic Tuners / Metronomes / Books / Care Products

EASY ordering with SECURE ENCRYPTION

www.gregboyd.com

Free Shipping in Montana ( on orders $25 or over)




2, Inn
&
Convention
‘g Center
4825 N. Reserve Street
Missoula, MT 59808

406-721-0990
800-221-2057

During your next stay in Missoula
or
When planning your next event

THE MOST BLUEGRASS FRIENDLY
HOTEL IN MONTANA

Free hot breakfast buffet daily 6 — 10am
Free soup/dessert 5:30 — 8:30pm
Free airport shuttle
Close to major shopping district
Quiet picnic area on Grant Creek
Outdoor pool/hot tub
Guest laundry
Full-service catering
6 meeting rooms
Free local calls
Located off I-90 exit 96, 1/4 mile on right



MONTANA ROCKIES ELUEGRASS ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FIRST MONTH FREE!

Hello, Chad Fadely here. Just thought I would give
the Bluegrass community first shot at this. Vicki
Bodfish and myself are selling our Motor home.
We're not going to be advertising it officially until
the end of June but I thought I would let the blue-
grasers know about it first... 1996 Class C Motor
home. 21' Ford Chassis. 51,000 miles. $15,000
OBO. Everything works great, comes with extras. .
Never had any major problems. Tired of sleeping IAL-UP ACCESS
in tents at your favorite festival? This is the perfect ' * 9400 LocAaL U.S. DiaL-UP
festival rig! Sleeps 4 pretty comfortably or 6 un- ':;'fjf B":’f::;“; O PERATED
comfortably. We'll be at the Conroy's Memorial B - E . ccD EMAIL ACGESS

Day campout down at the Westfork. Come see us Two EMAIL ACCOUNTS PROVIDED
if your interested or Contact me to arrange a show- OM PERSONAL WEB SPACE

ing in Missoula. 406/261-1649. Thank you. =E TECHNICAL PHONE SUPPORT

PER MONTH

* 1f paid by credit card - $14.95 if not by paid by credit card.

ATTENTION: Infernetf Services
We have set up the address label on your newsletter
t b b h- d 1 1 t t d 1410 SouTH RESERVE MissouLa, MT 59801
0 be your membership card, piease clip 1t out an PHONE: 406.549,.3337 Fax: 406.549.9337
use if for pI'OOf of your membershlp to the MRBA. WWW.CENTRIC.NET
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